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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  County  Borough  of 

Northampton. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1939,  which  for  statistical  purposes  em¬ 
braces  a  period  of  fifty-two  weeks  ended  on  30th  December,  1939.  This 
is  the  sixty-sixth  report  of  the  series. 

The  report  is  prepared  according  to  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1961 
of  16th  February,  1940,  and  follows  more  or  less  on  the  lines  of  its  pre¬ 
decessors,  but  is  not  quite  so  comprehensive,  and  owing  to  war  conditions 
and  a  desire  to  economise  in  paper  the  format  is  slightly  changed. 

The  date  of  issue  of  this  report  is  a  little  later  than  usual  owing  to 
our  having  to  await  certain  figures  from  the  Registrar-General,  whose 
arrangements  have  been  much  upset  by  war  conditions.  These  arrived 
on  26th  September,  1940.  In  the  meantime,  to  expedite  publication  such 
copy  as  was  ready  was  placed  in  the  printers’  hands  in  May  and  Circular 
2067,  dated  19th  July,  1940,  came  too  late  for  an  interim  report  to  be 
published  in  its  place. 

The  birth-rate  was  12-3  per  thousand  living,  the  corresponding  figure 
for  England  and  Wales  being  15*0.  [ See  page  10). 

The  death-rate,  which  I  mentioned  last  year  had  returned  to  its 
normal  low  figure  after  being  raised  for  a  couple  of  3/ears,  maintained  its 
good  position  with  a  rate  of  11*6  per  thousand  living,  compared  with  12-0 
for  England  and  Wales.  The  areal  comparabilit)7  factor  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  being  0-96,  the  adjusted  death-rate  was  11-2.  ( See 

page  10). 

Again  we  have  to  record  a  low  infantile  mortality-rate,  viz 
41-7  per  thousand  live  births,  compared  with  50  for  England  and  Wales 
and  53  for  the  great  towns.  [See  pages  42  and  61). 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  we  escaped  without  a  maternal 
death,  thereby  setting  up  a  record  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  beat  in 
an  industrial  town  of  this  size.  ( See  page  43). 

The  “  zymotic  death-rate  ”  was  0*09  per  thousand  living.  Whilst 
not  having  quite  the  significance  it  once  had,  it  is  still  a  pretty  good 
measure  of  the  sanitary  conditions  of  a  given  area.  ( See  page  36). 

The  position  regarding  tuberculosis  may  be  summed  up  as  “  set  fair.” 
The  number  of  new  notifications  of  the  disease  was  the  second  lowest 
since  notification  became  compulsory  and  the  number  of  deaths  assigned 
to  tuberculosis  was  easily  the  lowest  of  which  we  have  any  record,  or  in 
other  words  the  lowest  ever.  [See  page  41,  also  Appendix  I.,  page  47). 

Scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  both  remained  at  a  low  level.  [See 
page  38). 

Slum  clearance,  which  had  made  very  satisfactory  progress  up  to  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  is  definitely  held  up  for  the  duration  of  the 
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war,  although  there  is  much  work  of  that  nature  still  to  be  accomplished. 
(See  page  27). 

The  opening  of  the  new  reservoir  in  the  Hollowell  Valley  is  referred 
to  on  pages  20  and  21. 

The  high  bacterial  standard  of  the  Borough  water  supply  during  the 
year  was  a  source  of  satisfaction  ( see  page  21).  The  same  remarks  apply 
to  the  milk  supply  (see  page  32). 

If  one  might  pick  out  one  event  as  being  the  event  of  the  year  from  a 
public  health  point  of  view  it  was  the  reception  of  the  evacuees  in 
September  and  is  dealt  with  on  pages  18  and  44. 

The  satisfactory  general  death-rate,  together  with  the  very  low 
infantile  rate  and  mortality  from  tuberculosis  and  the  “  zymotic 
diseases,”  along  with  our  second  year  without  a  maternal  death,  would 
seem  to  be  substantial  grounds  for  believing  that  the  sanitary  circum¬ 
stances  of  Northampton  remain  satisfactory. 

The  work  for  which  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  was 
originally  appointed  has  been  seriously  curtailed  and  interfered  with  for 
the  last  two  years  owing  to  war  conditions  or  preparation  for  those 
conditions.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing,  the  Office  Staff  has  been  depleted 
by  the  calling  up  of  two  inspectors  and  one  clerk,  whilst  my  own  time 
has  been  largely  occupied  with  civil  defence  work. 

On  3rd  June,  1940,  the  Public  Health  and  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Departments  lost  a  good  friend  by  the  death  of  Councillor  Mrs. 
A.  A.  Adams,  J.P.,  Mrs.  Adams  had  been  a  conscientious  member  of  the 
Town  Council  since  1928  and  the  able  Chairman  of  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  since  1931.  She  was  a  woman  who  can  ill  be 
spared  and  I  fear  the  loss  of  her  guiding  hand  will  be  sorely  felt. 

Again  I  have  to  thank  all  the  members  of  my  Staff  for  their  assistance 
and  loyal  support  during  the  year.  Such  support  is  necessary  at  all  times 
if  the  work  of  the  Department  is  to  be  carried  on  efficiently,  but  it  is 
specially  necessary  during  the  troubled  times  through  which  we  are 
passing. 


I  am, 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Guildhall,  Northampton. 
September,  1940. 
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||General  Trained  Nurse 
§Fever  Trained  Nurse. 

^[Holds  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate- 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


Latitude .  52°  14'  North  Longitude .  0° 

Height  of  Guildhall  above  general  mean  sea  level  (in  feet)  .... 
Area  of  Borough  (in  acres)  as  extended,  1st  April,  1932  .... 
Population  : — - 

Census  1931  (before  extension)  . 

Census  1931  (including  area  added  1st  April,  1932)  .... 
Registrar-General's  Estimates  for  1939:- — 

For  Birth-rate  . . . . 

For  Death-rate  . . . . . . 


54'  West 
252 
6,201 

92.341 

96,546 

96,440 

99,290 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  : — - 

Census  1931  . . . .  23,141 

According  to  Rate  Books  (31st  December,  1939)  .  28,850 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (Census  1931)  .  .  .  24,966 

Rateable  Value  (31st  December,  1939)  . . . .  £781,758 

Y ield  of  One  Penny  Rate  (31st  December,  1939) .  £3,020 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1939 


TOTAL.  M. 

f  Legitimate  . 1,146  562 

Live  Births^  Illegitimate  .  44  25 

[  Total . 1,190  587 

f  Legitimate  .  41  23 

Stillbirths  <!  Illegitimate  .  2  0 

1  Total .  43  23 

Deaths  . 1,155  585 

Adjusted  Death-rate  (Areal  Comparability  Factor  0’96)  . 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in 
consequence  of,  Childbirth 


F. 

5841 

19  }>  Birth-rate 
603  j 

181 

2  y  Rate 

20  J 

570 — Death-rate 


From  Sepsis .  01 

From  Other  Causes  0  J 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age  per  1,000  Live  Births  : 
Legitimate .  .40'7  Illegitimate..  68‘2  Total 


“  Zymotic  Deaths  ”  . 

Deaths  from  Measles  . . . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough . 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . 

Deaths  from  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . 

Total  Tuberculosis  Deaths  . . . 

Deaths  from  Cancer  . 

Deaths  from  Influenza  . 


12-3 


0-45; 

11  *6 
1 12 
49  9 

0 


4L7 

NUMBER. 

RATE. 

9 

0-09 

0 

000 

2 

002 

3 

t 

38 

038 

6 

0  06 

44 

044 

133 

P34 

15 

0-15 

*34-9  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births  Registered. 
f2  4  per  1,000  Live  Births  Registered. 
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I.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Population.  The  Registrar-General  estimated  the  civilian  resident 
population  of  the  County  Borough  of  Northampton  at  mid-year  1939  to 
be  96,440,  a  decrease  of  one  hundred  on  his  estimate  for  the  previous 
year.  On  this  figure  is  calculated  the  birth-rate. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  from  1st  October,  1939,  deaths  of  persons 
residing  temporarily  away  from  home  on  account  of  the  war  were  not 
transferred  to  the  area  of  usual  residence  but  were  assigned  to  the  area 
of  temporary  residence,  the  Registrar-General  has  found  it  necessary  to 
supply  another  population  figure,  viz:- — 99,290,  solely  for  the  compu¬ 
tation  of  death-rates  and  attack-rates. 

As  stated  in  last  year’s  report,  1941  was  to  have  been  a  census  year, 
when  we  would  have  been  able  to  ascertain  exact  population  figures,  but 
owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war  no  enumeration  of  the  people  will  take 
place  for  some  time. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  live  births 
over  deaths,  for  1939  was  thirty-five,  or  0-36  per  thousand  living. 
Table  1  (page  71)  gives  the  estimated  population  and  the  natural 
increase  or  decrease  during  each  of  the  last  ten  years. 

Births.  1,190  live  births  (587  males,  603  females)  were  registered, 
giving  a  birth-rate  of  12-3  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  resident  popu¬ 
lation,  compared  with  15*0  for  England  and  Wales  and  14-8  for  the  126 
county  boroughs  and  great  towns  (including  metropolitan  boroughs). 
The  local  birth-rate  shewed  a  decrease  of  0-2  per  thousand,  the  number 
of  births  being  thirteen  less  than  in  1938.  Table  2  (page  71)  gives  the 
rates  for  the  last  decennium,  compared  with  those  for  the  country. 
Forty-four  (3*7  per  cent.)  of  the  births  were  illegitimate. 

For  calculating  infant  and  maternal  mortality,  the  Registrar-General 
has  supplied  a  figure  of  1,247  births  [see  footnote  to  Table  D  at  the  end 
of  this  volume) . 

Stillbirths.  Forty-three  stillbirths  were  registered,  giving  a  rate 
of  0-45  per  thousand,  compared  with  0-59  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
rate  expressed  per  thousand  total  births  (including  stillbirths)  registered 
was  34*9  ;  for  England  and  Wales  it  was  38. 

Additional  notes  on  stillbirths  appear  on  page  62. 

Deaths.  1,155  deaths  (585  males,  570  females)  were  registered, 
equal  to  a  death-rate  of  1T6,  compared  with  12*1  for  England  and  Wales 
and  12-0  for  the  great  towns.  Table  3  (page  71)  gives  the  local  and 
national  death-rates  for  the  last  ten  years. 

The  Northampton  death-rate  is  0*5  per  thousand  higher  than  in 
1938  and  is  calculated  on  a  population  of  99,290. 

57-5  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  related  to  elderly  persons  (aged  sixty- 
five  years  and  upwards). 

728  persons,  comprising  residents  and  non-residents,  died  in  local 
institutions,  equivalent  to  49*9  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths.  The  deaths 
of  non-residents  (with  the  exception  of  evacuees  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
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year)  were  transferred  by  the  Registrar-General  to  their  respective  areas, 
whilst  the  deaths  of  Northampton  residents  which  took  place  outside  the 
Borough  were  credited  to  us  as  “  inward  transfers.” 

126  deaths  occurred  for  which  no  medical  certificates  of  the  causes  of 
death  were  furnished.  These  included  eighty-three  inquests,  fourteen 
coroner’s  certificates  after  post-mortem  examinations  without  inquests, 
and  twenty-nine  uncertified,  or  10-9  per  cent,  of  the  nett  deaths  registered. 

The  adjusted  death-rate  for  Northampton  (calculated  by  multiplying 
the  crude  rate  by  the  Registrar-General’s  areal  comparability  factor  of 
0-96)  was  1 1  -2.  This  factor  has  been  based  on  the  sex  and  age  constitution 
of  the  local  population  at  the  1931  Census  ;  its  object  is  to  modify  the 
crude  death-rate  so  as  to  make  it  comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  the 
country  as  a  whole  or  with  the  similarly  adjusted  death-rate  for  any 
other  area. 

Table  C  at  the  end  of  this  report,  giving  the  causes  of  death  in  differ¬ 
ent  age-periods,  was  prepared  in  the  Public  Health  Department  from 
information  supplied  weekly  by  the  local  registrars.  The  classification 
agrees  closely  with  the  figures  received  from  the  Registrar-General  on 
26th  September,  1940. 

Social  Conditions.  Probably  the  greatest  change  in  social  con¬ 
ditions  which  Northampton  has  witnessed  since  the  Great  Fire  of  1675 
occurred  during  the  early  days  of  September  when  the  Borough,  having 
been  declared  a  reception  area,  received  some  17,000  evacuees  from 
London  districts,  approximately  half  of  them  coming  from  the  Borough 
of  Willesden  (see  notes  on  “  Evacuation  Scheme,”  pages  18  and  44). 

Until  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  September  trade  locally  was  good, 
but  this  was  soon  followed  by  an  almost  complete  stoppage  of  all  building 
operations  which  had  for  many  years  (practically  since  soon  after  the  last 
war)  given  employment  to  a  large  number  of  men.  Whilst  the  building 
trade  was  stopped,  a  marked  increase  in  employment  occurred  in  the 
staple  trade,  bootmaking,  so  that  persons  who  had  been  out  of  work  for 
years  found  themselves  back  in  the  factories  before  Christmas. 

Another  circumstance  which  to  some  extent  altered  the  social  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  Borough  was  the  introduction  of  conscription,  which  called 
up  a  large  number  of  young  men  and  transferred  them  into  the  Services 
along  with  Territorials  and  Reservists,  thus  withdrawing  many  workers 
from  the  labour  market. 

Unemployment.  The  Manager  of  the  Local  Employment  Ex¬ 
change,  Ministry  of  Labour,  has  again  kindly  furnished  information 
regarding  unemployment  in  Northampton,  from  which  the  following 
particulars  have  been  extracted  : — 


The  total  live  register  in  January,  1939  (including  2,784 
totally  unemployed,  983  temporarily  stopped  claim¬ 
ants,  and  247  non-claimants)  .  4,014 

The  register  began  gradually  to  decrease  in  numbers  until 

July,  when  the  total  stood  at  .  2,424 


(of  whom  1,648  were  totally  unemployed,  580  tempor¬ 
arily  stopped,  and  196  non-claimants). 
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With  the  declaration  of  war,  the  main  total  dropped 

sharply  in  September  to  . ,  .  .  .  .  1,856 

(largely  due  to  the  number  of  men  engaged  on  air  raid 
precautions  work). 

As  this  was  gradually  completed,  the  number  increased 

again  in  October  to  a  main  total  of .  2,321 


Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  little  change  apart  from  the 
sudden  increase  in  the  register  of  temporarily  stopped  persons  owing 
to  the  severe  weather  conditions.  While  the  trade  in  the  Town  has  been 
affected  more  or  less  by  war  conditions,  the  position  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  generally  satisfactory,  in  fact  much  more  satisfactory  than 
at  the  end  of  December,  1938. 

During  the  week  ended  30th  December,  1939,  52  men,  on  whom 
depended  28  women  and  24  children,  received  unemployment  relief 
from  the  Public  Assistance  Committee.  These  figures  are  much  smaller 
than  the  corresponding  ones  for  1938. 

The  Borough  Engineer  has  supplied  the  following  information 
relating  to  the  principal  public  works  upon  which  unemployed  labour 
was  engaged  : — 

Duston  Road  improvement  ; 

Welford  Road  improvement  ; 

Abington  Street  improvement  ; 

Fish  Street  improvement  ; 

King  Street  improvement  ; 

St.  Giles’  Terrace  improvement  ; 

Kingsthorpe  Hall  Estate  ; 

Barrack  Road — central  strip  reservation  ; 

Castle  Street  widening  ; 

Greenwood  Road  reconstruction  ; 

Birchfield  Road  East  reconstruction  ; 

Shakespeare  Road  reconstruction  ; 

Carey  Street  reconstruction  ; 

Milton  Street  reconstruction  ; 

Broadway  East  reconstruction  ; 

Artizan  Road  reconstruction  ; 

Grey  Friaus  Street  reconstruction  ; 

St.  David’s  Housing  Estate  ; 

Spencer  Housing  Estate  ; 

Bradshaw  Street  widening  ; 

Alley  Yard  widening  ; 

Silver  Street  widening  ; 

Tanner  Street  improvement  ; 

Bell  Barn  Street  and  Grafton  Street  improvement  ; 

Air  raid  trenches  ; 

Sandbags — filling,  erection,  and  conditioning  ; 

Sandbag  constructional  work  in  adaptation  and  conversion  of  build¬ 
ings,  posts,  and  depots. 

Meteorology.  I  have  again  to  thank  Mr.  R.  H.  Primavesi  for 
kindly  supplying  the  data  ( see  Table  4,  page  72)  from  which  these  notes 
were  compiled. 
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The  year  1939  with  a  total  rainfall  of  32-57  inches  (7-83  above 
the  average  for  the  thirty-five  years  1904-1938  inclusive)  ranks  as  the 
second  wettest  year  during  that  period.  This  large  amount  of  rain  was 
not  very  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  twelve  months,  the  fall  up  to 
the  end  of  June  being  only  13-70  inches,  of  which  5-66  was  credited  to 
January.  Again  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  the  excess  rainfall  was 
largely  accounted  for  by  the  wet  months  of  August  and  October,  the 
latter  being  the  wettest  month  of  the  twelve  with  6-19  inches,  followed 
closely  by  January  with  5-66  inches.  A  measurable  amount  of  rain  (at 
least  0-01  inch)  fell  on  202  days. 

The  hours  of  bright  sunshine  recorded  were  slightly  less  than  the 
average  for  this  part  of  England,  totalling  1,263  as  against  1,320  for  the 
previous  year. 

The  highest  shade  temperature  recorded  was  84-0°F.  on  6th  June, 
somewhat  earlier  than  usual.  The  highest  readings  of  the  thermometer 
do  not  generally  occur  until  sometime  in  July  or  early  August.  The 
lowest  temperature  was  registered  on  30th  December  when  the  ther¬ 
mometer  fell  to  24°F.,  or  eight  degrees  of  frost.  There  were  twenty- 
three  cold  nights,  i.e.,  nights  during  which  the  temperature  fell  to  32°F. 
(freezing  point)  or  below. 

The  prevailing  wind  in  the  Borough  was  from  south-west  on  117 
days,  south-east  on  48,  north-east  109,  and  north-west  90,  with  one 
“  calm  ”  day.  As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  we  have  no  inform¬ 
ation  as  to  the  velocity  of  the  wind  during  the  year  as  we  have  no 
anemometer  by  which  to  measure  it. 

The  summer,  looked  upon  from  a  holiday-maker’s  point  of  view,  was 
rather  disappointing,  but  it  was  followed  by  a  fine  autumn  with  a  re¬ 
markably  good  crop  of  fruit  of  all  kinds.  The  weather  of  September 
during  the  evacuation  period  was  a  great  help  in  “  settling  in  ”  the 
evacuees. 

Mention  was  made  earlier  in  these  notes  of  the  high  rainfall  of 
January  and  October.  On  25th  January,  1-32  inches  of  rain  fell  and  was 
followed  by  the  flooding  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  Town,  whilst  on  17th 
October  2-17  inches  fell,  again  resulting  in  severe  flooding  which  will  not 
be  forgotten  by  the  residents  of  Far  Cotton  or  St.  James’.  The  actual 
flooding  of  houses  in  these  districts  caused  by  the  overflowing  of  the 
river  was  not  attributable  to  the  amount  of  rain  which  actually  fell  on  the 
Borough  but  by  what  fell  higher  up  the  stream.  This  was  especially  so 
in  October,  when  the  excessive  rainfall  in  the  adjacent  country  caused  a 
breach  in  the  canal  bank  near  Weedon  with  the  result  that  a  large  volume 
of  water  from  the  canal  found  its  way  into  the  Kislingbury  branch  of  the 
Nene,  where  it  caused  more  extensive  flooding  than  that  of  January. 

Other  Statistics.  The  notes  on  infant  and  maternal  mortality, 
notifiable  and  other  diseases,  housing  conditions,  and  other  statistics 
usually  included  in  the  annual  report,  will  be  found  under  the  headings 
referring  to  these  matters. 

Attention  is  also  directed  to  the  statistics  on  page  9  and  to  Tables 
A,  B,  C,  and  D  at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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II. — GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Public  Health  Officers.  A  list  of  the  whole-time  officers  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  on  31st  December,  1939,  appears  on  page  8. 

The  part-time  staff  connected  with  the  Department  remained  as 
given  in  my  report  for  1938,  page  13. 

The  staff  employed  in  the  school  medical  service  is  mentioned  in  the 
paragraph  dealing  with  this  subject  on  page  18. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  These  remained  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  No  additions  were  made  to  the  normal 
peace-time  ambulances,  which  are  ample  for  their  requirements. 
(See  page  14  of  report  for  1938). 

Nursing  in  the  Home.  This  service  remained  as  in  previous  years, 
a  short  account  of  which  appeared  on  page  11  of  my  report  for  1930. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics.  No  additions  were  made  to  these 
services  during  the  year  beyond  the  holding  of  extra  clinics  at  the 
maternity  and  child  welfare  centres  in  connection  with  the  evacuation 
scheme,  especially  to  deal  with  expectant  mothers. 

Municipal  Hospitals.  Full  reports  on  the  four  municipal  hospitals 
were  given  in  my  reports  for  1930  and  1931. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Harborough  Road.  No 
additions  or  alterations  were  attempted  here  during  the  year  ( See 
also  page  39). 

Tuberculosis  Hospital,  Welford  Road.  No  additions  or 
alterations  were  made  here.  (See  also  pages  39  and  51). 

Smallpox  Hospital,  Mere  Way.  Nothing  was  done  to  this 
hospital  beyond  keeping  it  in  a  decent  state  of  repair.  (See  also  page 
39). 

St.  Edmund’s  Hospital,  Wellingborough  Road.  The  redecor¬ 
ation,  etc.,  of  the  female  infirmary  was  completed  during  the  year.  Those 
who  knew  St.  Edmund’s  ten  years  ago  would  now  scarcely  recognise  it 
as  the  same  building.  (See  also  page  39). 

Voluntary  Hospitals,  etc.  A  description  of  Northampton 
General  Hospital,  Creaton  Sanatorium,  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
and  Berry  Wood  Mental  Hospital  appeared  in  my  report  for  1930,  pages 
16  and  17,  also  in  last  year’s  report,  pages  15  and  16. 

A  new  Nurses’  Home,  built  in  connection  with  the  General  Hospital 
at  a  cost  of  £42,000,  was  opened  on  19th  October,  1939,  by  H.R.H.  the 
Duchess  of  Gloucester.  The  Home  contains  120  bedrooms,  a  recreation 
room,  classrooms,  etc. 

The  year  1939  saw  the  completion  of  the  rebuilding  of  the  women’s 
pulmonary  wards  at  Creaton  Sanatorium.  The  new  wards,  costing 
£16,000,  were  opened  by  the  Hon.  Mrs.  R.  Macdonald-Buchanan  on  22nd 
June.  The  time  has  gone  by  when  open  wooden  sheds  were  considered 
good  enough,  in  fact  suitable  buildings,  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The  new  wards  at  Creaton  are  built  of  brick 
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on  the  most  up-to-date  principles  and  will  compare  very  favourably  with 
any  similar  institution  in  the  country. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out -relief.  No  changes  were  made  during  the 
year  in  the  provision  of  poor  law  medical  out-relief.  The  part-time 
medical  officers  for  this  service  remained  as  given  in  my  report  for  1938, 
page  16.  The  arrangement  continues  to  work  satisfactorily. 

Care  of  Mental  Defectives.  The  whole-time  officer  appointed 
for  visiting  and  advising  parents  regarding  mental  defectives  continued 
her  useful  work. 

Shortly  after  the  declaration  of  war,  the  Handicraft  Centre  in 
Kettering  Gardens  was  taken  over  for  air  raid  precaution  uses,  the 
scholars  being  transferred  to  St.  Giles’  Buildings,  St.  Giles’  Street.  The 
Occupation  Centre  which  was  formerly  carried  on  in  the  large  hall  at  the 
School  Clinic,  King  Street,  did  not  meet  any  longer  after  the  war  started. 
Five  of  the  children  were  accommodated  at  the  Handicraft  Centre,  the 
others  being  kept  at  home.  The  hall  was  used  for  extra  clinic  purposes, 
chiefly  as  a  cleansing  centre  for  evacuee  children. 

At  the  end  of  1939  there  were  thirty-eight  Borough  patients  in 
residence  at  Bromham  House  Colony,  near  Bedford  (a  short  description 
of  which  appeared  in  my  report  for  1936,  pages  17  and  18).  In  addition, 
twelve  cases  were  accommodated  at  other  institutions. 

St.  Edmund’s  Hospital,  which  is  administered  by  the  Public  Assist¬ 
ance  Committee  as  a  “  mixed  institution,”  is  certified  under  Section  37 
of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913,  for  the  temporary  reception  of  nine 
medium  to  low  grade  mental  defectives,  of  either  sex,  over  the  age  of 
sixteen  years. 

t 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  The  information  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  on  the  services  provided  under  the  following  heads 
will  be  found  in  Section  VII.  of  this  report,  dealing  with  maternity  and 
child  welfare,  on  pages  42  to  46  : — 

(a)  Midwives  Act,  1936  ; 

( b )  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  Children  ; 

(c)  Health  Visitors  ; 

(d)  Child  Life  Protection  ; 

(e)  Dental  and  Orthopaedic  Treatment  ; 

(/)  Otorrhcea,  etc. 

Maternity  and  Other  Nursing  Homes.  One  nursing  home  was 
registered  for  the  first  time  on  31st  July,  1939,  for  the  reception  of  ten 
maternity  cases  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  seven  nursing 


homes  on  the  register,  viz  : — 

Maternity  Homes  .  2 

Mixed  Home  .  1 

Homes  for  Medical  and  Surgical  Cases,  etc .  3 

Home  for  Mothers  and  Babies  .  1 


The  last-mentioned  institution  is  St.  Saviour’s  Home,  Kingsthorpe, 
managed  by  a  committee  of  the  Peterborough  Diocesan  Authorities,  and 
was  fully  described  in  my  report  for  1930,  page  18.  The  home  is  for  un- 
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married  mothers,  who  are  retained  in  the  institution  for  a  period 'varying 
from  three  to  six  months  after  confinement  during  which  time  they  receive 
a  certain  amount  of  training  in  domestic  matters  and  child  management. 

These  institutions  contain  sixty-two  beds  (including  thirty-five 
maternity  beds)  and  they  were  inspected  at  regular  intervals  by  the 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  the  officer 
appointed  by  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  to  carry  out  this  duty. 
(See  page  65). 

Five  institutions  were  exempted  from  registration  under  Section 
192  of  the  Public  Flealth  Act,  1936,  viz  : — Northampton  General  Hospital 
(including  Barratt  Maternity  Home),  Margaret  Spencer  Home  of  Rest, 
Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  John  Greenwood  Shipman  Convalescent 
Home,  and  Bethany  Homestead  Nursing  Home. 

Steps  to  discover  unregistered  homes  (if  any  exist)  are  taken 
by  circularising  at  intervals  the  general  practitioners  in  the  Borough 
and  the  midwives  who  have  given  notice  of  practice.  No  unregistered 
homes  have  been  discovered  so  far. 

Legislation  in  Force.  There  are  no  additions  to  the  Local  Acts 
and  Orders  mentioned  on  pages  18  to  20  of  last  year’s  report  and  it  is  not 
proposed  to  reprint  the  list.  The  General  Adoptive  Acts  and  Byelaws 
relating  to  public  health  in  force  in  the  County  Borough  are  as  follow  : — 

General  Adoptive  Acts. 

^Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  — 

Parts  I.,  II.,  III.,  and  V.  (adopted  6th  April,  1891). 

^Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  : — 

Part  IT,  except  s.  19  (adopted  3rd  July,  1911)  ; 

Part  III.  (s.  50  adopted  on  28th  August,  1912,  s.  47  on  21st 
December,  1923,  and  remainder  of  sections  on  21st  March, 
1932)  ; 

Part  IV.,  except  s.  68  (21st  March,  1932)  ; 

Part  V.  (21st  March,  1932)  ; 

Part  VI.  (3rd  July,  1911)  ; 

Part  X.,  s.  95  (14th  November,  1922). 

^Public  Health  Act,  1925  : — 

Parts  II.,  IIP,  IV.,  and  V.,  except  ss.  21,  25,  27,  and  34  in  Part 
II.  and  ss.  48  and  49  in  Part  IV.  (adopted  8th  March,  1926)  ; 

Part  II.,  s.  21  (15th  May,  1926). 

*NOTE. — Certain  of  the  public  health  provisions  of  these  Acts  were 
repealed  by  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  re-enacted  in  that  Act  as 
general  legislation. 

Byelaws. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Slaughterhouses  (confirmed  1887,  1929,  and  1932). 

Cemeteries  (1910,  1934,  1936,  and  1937). 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  and  Similar  Structures  used  for  Human 
Habitation  (1914  and  1932). 

Luggage  Porters  and  Light  Porters  (1924). 
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Pleasure  Grounds,  &c.  (1926  and  1933). 

New  Streets  (1927  and  1932). 

Nursing  Homes  (1929  and  1932). 

Imposing  on  Occupier  duties  in  connection  with  Removal  of 
House  Refuse  (1932). 

Common  Lodging  Houses  (1932). 

Hackney  Carriages,  Carriers’  Carts,  and  Other  Vehicles  (1938). 
Nuisances  from  Snow,  Filth,  Ashes,  &c.,  Keeping  of  Animals 
(1939). 

Regulation  of  Offensive  Trades,  Businesses  or  Manufactures 
and  the  Trade  or  Business  of  Fish  Frying  (1939). 

Building  (1939). 

Under  Northampton  Corporation  Water  Act,  1913  — 
Prevention  of  Pollution  (1915). 

Under  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1882  : — 

Good  Rule  and  Government  (1929). 

Blind  Persons.  The  Blind  Persons  Act,  1938,  which  amended  the 
Act  of  1920,  came  into  force  on  1st  April,  1938.  The  chief  points  in  which 
it  differed  from  the  1920  Act  were  given  in  my  report  last  year.  The 
Acts  are  administered,  as  formerly,  by  the  Blind  Persons  Committee. 

On  25th  January,  1940,  there  were  resident  in  the  Borough  223 
registered  blind  persons  who  had  been  certified  as  blind  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Acts.  Of  these  : — 

8  were  St.  Dunstan’s  trained  men  working  at  home  ; 

5  were  in  a  residential  home  ; 

5  were  in  the  County  Mental  Hospital  ; 

5  were  in  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital  ; 

2  were  undergoing  industrial  training  at  the  Birmingham  Royal 
Institution  for  the  Blind  ; 

2  were  children  under  school  age  ; 

28  were  employed  in  the  Workshops,  Gray  Street  ; 

3  were  employed  as  homeworkers  ; 

3  were  employed  elsewhere  ;  and 

162  were  classified  as  unemployable  and  were  living  at  home  or  in 
lodgings. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1939,  nineteen  examinations 
were  made  by  the  ophthalmic  surgeons  with  a  view  to  registration. 
Seven  applicants  were  found  to  be  “  not  blind  ”  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Acts.  During  the  year,  seven  persons  were  re-examined  to  ensure  they 
still  came  within  the  definition  of  “  so  blind  as  to  be  unable  to  perform 
any  work  for  which  eyesight  is  essential.” 

Under  the  Government  evacuation  scheme,  318  blind  evacuees  and 
their  helpers  were  received  and  billeted  in  the  Borough.  On  28th 
February,  1940,  only  108  of  these  blind  persons  remained  here. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons 
suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes,  as  these  are  very  well 
catered  for  by  the  Ophthalmic  Department  of  the  General  Hospital. 
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Every  baby  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  suffering 
from  ophthalmia  neonatorum  is  at  once  visited  by  a  health  visitor,  who 
recommends  special  treatment  at  the  General  Hospital  in  all  severe 
cases.  In  addition,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  has  an 
arrangement  with  the  Education  Committee  whereby  children  under 
school  age  are  accepted  at  the  School  Clinic  for  minor  treatment  of  the 
eyes. 

School  Medical  Service.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  acting 
as  School  Medical  Officer  in  an  administrative  capacity,  keeps  the 
Public  Health  and  School  Medical  Departments  in  close  touch  with  each 
other.  Owing  to  the  influx  of  evacuees,  it  was  no  longer  possible  for 
Dr.  J.  H.  Mason,  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  to  carry  out  his 
duties  single  handed.  The  Education  Committee,  therefore,  appointed 
Dr.  Mary  Hendrie  as  part-time  medical  officer,  and  she  commenced  duty 
on  22nd  November,  1939. 

The  whole-time  staff  employed  on  school  medical  work  comprises 
one  medical  officer  designated  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  two 
dentists,  three  nurses,  and  four  clerks.  One  ophthalmic  surgeon  and  a 
radiologist  are  employed  part  time  and  an  ear,  nose,  and  throat  specialist 
is  engaged  for  the  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids.  Owing  to  the 
increased  work  at  the  School  Clinic  caused  by  evacuee  children,  one  of  the 
nurses  who  had  resigned  in  order  to  take  a  special  course  of  classes  which 
were  later  postponed  owing  to  the  war  (and  whose  post  had  been  filled 
on  25th  September)  was  retained  in  the  service  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  average  number  of  children  on  the  registers  of  public  elementary 
schools  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1939,  was  10,059,  the  average 
attendance  being  9,132  (90-8  per  cent.).  In  the  last  six  years  the 
number  of  scholars  on  the  registers  has  fallen  from  12,813  in  1933  to 
10,059  in  1939.  I  see  no  reason  to  anticipate  any  cessation  in  the  fall. 

The  annual  report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer,  prepared  according 
to  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee,  is  published  separately  and  gives  details  of  the  work  performed  by 
the  school  medical  service.  ( See  also  “  Schools,”  page  24). 

Evacuation  Scheme.  Northampton  County  Borough  was 
scheduled  as  a  reception  area  in  the  Government  evacuation  scheme, 
the  Chief  Billeting  Officer  being  Mr.  H.  C.  Perrin,  the  Secretary  for 
Education.  Plans  for  the  reception  of  evacuees  at  Castle  Station  were 
worked  out  beforehand  by  the  Chief  Billeting  Officer  and  the  Corporation 
Transport  Manager,  assisted  by  the  station  staff  of  the  London  Midland 
and  Scottish  Railway  Company.  Fine  weather  favoured  the  movement 
of  the  people,  and  one  must  say  that  the  reception  of  such  a  large  number 
of  persons  was  a  complete  success  and  was  carried  out  smoothly  and 
without  any  accident.  The  first  contingent  of  evacuees  arrived  on  1st 
September  and  was  followed  daily  by  other  parties. 
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lhe  original  plan  laid  down  by  the  Government,  which  was  followed 
as  closely  as  circumstances  permitted,  divided  the  evacuees  into  four 
“  priority  classes  ”  :■ — 

(1)  School  children  in  organised  units  in  charge  of  their  teachers  ; 

(2)  Children  of  pre-school  age  accompanied  by  their  mothers  and 
other  persons  responsible  for  looking  after  them  ; 

(3)  Expectant  mothers  ; 

(4)  Adult  blind  and  crippled  persons. 

The  number  of  each  class  who  actually  came  to  Northampton  in 


September  was  as  follows  : — 

School  children  .  10,326 

Mothers  and  children  under  school  age  .  4,788 

Expectant  mothers  .  181 

Blind  . 286 

Helpers  and  others  .  1  ;363 


Total  .  16,944 


Difficulty  was  found  in  obtaining  billets  for  such  a  large  number  of 
persons,  especially  the  expectant  mothers,  some  of  whom  had  to  be 
accommodated  for  a  time  at  St.  John’s  Convalescent  Home,  Weston 
Favell,  which  had  been  taken  over  and  furnished  as  a  maternity  home, 
and  others  were  lodged  in  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital.  After  a  short  interval, 
during  which  the  billeting  officers  had  a  strenuous  time,  things  settled 
down  fairly  satisfactorily.  It  was  not  altogether  the  quantity  of  the 
evacuees  which  caused  trouble  as  the  quality,  which  left  much  to  be 
desired.  It  is  well  within  the  bounds  of  truth  to  say  that  Northampton 
in  its  long  history  had  not  seen  such  a  gathering.  Borough  residents 
were  practically  forced  to  take  in  children  of  a  standard  of  cleanliness  and 
manners  quite  unknown  to  them  previously — children  suffering  from 
skin  diseases,  verminous,  and  bed-wetters  by  the  hundred.  It  was  little 
wonder  that  such  an  influx  caused  a  lot  of  feeling  in  the  Town,  but  in  spite 
of  it  all  those  who  had  experience  of  the  prevailing  conditions  speak  very 
highly  of  the  kindness  shewn  to  the  strangers  by  local  residents. 

Though  everything  possible,  or  at  any  rate  reasonably  possible,  was 
done  to  make  the  newcomers  happy  and  help  them  settle  in  their  new 
surroundings,  the  trek  back  to  London  soon  commenced  and  continues 
up  to  time  of  writing.  By  8th  January,  1940,  only  5,710  out  of  the 
10,326  school  children  remained  with  us,  and  of  the  4,969  mothers  and 
children  under  school  age  all  except  730  had  returned  to  London.  Even 
the  blind  shared  in  the  general  movement  as  only  127  remained  out  of  the 
286  who  came.  To  sum  up,  it  seems  that  of  the  16,944  who  came  in 
September,  1939,  only  6,717  remained  on  8th  January,  1940. 

A  further  reference  to  evacuation  is  made  in  Section  VII.  of  this  report 
dealing  with  maternity  and  child  welfare  on  page  44. 
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III.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

Water.  Northampton  obtains  its  water  from  several  sources,  viz: — 
the  gathering  ground  at  Ravensthorpe,  about  ten  miles  from  the  Town, 
where  there  is  a  reservoir  with  a  capacity  of  414  million  gallons  ;  two 
deep  wells — one  at  Ravensthorpe,  the  other  just  off  the  Billing  Road 
in  the  Borough  ;  and  lastly  the  new  reservoir  in  the  Hollowell  Valley, 
about  eight  miles  from  the  Town,  with  a  capacity  of  454  million  gallons. 
Owing  to  the  difference  in  levels  between  the  reservoirs  and  the 
Town,  the  water  cannot  be  supplied  by  gravitation,  therefore  pumping 
has  to  be  resorted  to. 

Hollowell  Reservoir,  work  on  which  was  commenced  in  April,  1936, 
was  completed  during  1938  and  commenced  to  fid  on  8th  April,  1938, 
and  was  full  by  21st  February,  1939,  filling  in  a  much  shorter  time  than 
was  anticipated  owing  to  the  abnormally  heavy  rainfall  during  the 
early  winter  of  1938-39.  Water  was  first  taken  into  supply  from 
Hollowed  on  23rd  March,  1939.  The  reservoir  was  formally  opened  on 
8th  June  by  the  late  Alderman  A.  J.  Chown,  J.P.,  who  had  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  water  undertaking  for  nearly  fort}^  years,  most  of  the 
time  being  Chairman  of  the  Water  Committee. 

For  the  benefit  of  persons  who  were  not  present  at  the  opening 
ceremony,  a  few  words  on  the  history  of  Northampton’s  water  under¬ 
taking  may  be  of  interest.  In  the  Middle  Ages,  when  the  Town  ranked 
as  one  of  the  most  important  in  England,  it  derived  its  water  from  springs 
in  the  neighbourhood,  but  with  the  coming  of  the  nineteenth  century — 
the  century  of  progress — a  public  water  company  was  formed  in  1837  to 
provide  a  constant  supply  to  the  Town  and  neighbourhood.  This  com¬ 
pany  built  the  existing  service  reservoirs  at  Tower  Works  in  Stimpson 
Avenue  and  made  unsuccessful  attempts  to  augment  the  supply  by 
boring  weds.  The  company’s  undertaking  was  purchased  by  the  Corpor¬ 
ation  in  1884  and  from  that  date  the  modern  history  of  the  water  supply 
begins.  Mr.  Thomas  Flawksley,  the  world-famed  civil  engineer,  was 
called  in  to  advise  the  Corporation  and  it  was  on  his  advice  that  Ravens¬ 
thorpe  Reservoir  was  constructed,  together  with  the  slow  sand-filters, 
pumping  station,  and  pipeline  from  the  new  works  to  the  existing  service 
reservoirs  and  high-level  water  tower  in  Stimpson  Avenue.  The  works 
were  opened  in  1890. 

In  1905  attention  was  drawn  to  the  possibilities  of  a  water  shortage 
and  led  to  discussions  on  alternative  means  of  augmenting  the  supply, 
but  a  succession  of  wet  seasons  caused  a  postponement  of  ad  suggested 
works  except  the  Ravensthorpe  wed,  until  by  the  Northampton  Corpor¬ 
ation  Water  Act,  1913,  powers  were  obtained  to  construct  the  Hollowed 
Reservoir  and  a  tunnel  connecting  the  Hollowed  and  Ravensthorpe 
valleys.  The  tunnel  was  driven  and  completed  between  1914  and  1917. 
After  the  war,  when  the  water  shortage  became  serious,  various  small 
schemes  (stop  gaps)  were  put  in  hand,  including  the  river  supplies  and 
the  Spratton  Bridge  Wed  described  in  previous  reports.  The  yield  from 
these  sources  was  small  and  in  November,  1934,  Mr.  W.  C.  Knill,  the 
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then  Water  Engineer,  recommended  the  Water  Committee  to  complete 
the  Hollowell  works  with  Edward  Sandeman,  Esq.,  M.Inst.C.E.,  as 
engineer.  After  preliminary  work  a  contract  was  let  to  Messrs.  Sir 
Robert  McAlpine  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  to  construct  the  Hollowell  Reservoir  and 
a  21  inch  pipeline  to  convey  the  raw  water  by  gravitation  to  the  Ravens- 
thorpe  works.  At  the  same  time,  a  contract  was  let  to  the  Candy  Filter 
Company,  Limited,  to  construct  a  rapid  gravity-filtration  plant  at 
Ravensthorpe  to  treat  the  whole  of  the  raw  water  from  both  reservoirs 
before  final  filtration  through  the  existing  sand-filters.  The  complete 
Hollowed  scheme  cost  approximately  £280,000. 

The  reservoir  is  formed  by  means  of  an  embankment  across  the 
Stowe  brook.  The  embankment  has  a  puddle  clay  core  and  cut-off  and 
a  valve  tower  with  valves  controlling  the  outlet.  The  catchment  area 
comprises  some  2,500  acres  with  a  mean  annual  rainfall  of  26-5  inches  and 
the  capacity  of  the  reservoir  is  454  million  gallons  ;  that  at  Ravensthorpe 
is  414  millions,  giving  a  total  storage  capacity  of  868  million  gallons. 

The  daily  consumption  of  water  per  head  of  the  population  during 
1939  averaged  26-3  gallons. 

Samples  of  the  water  drawn  from  different  points  of  delivery  in  the 
Borough  were  submitted  to  Professor  R.  T.  Hewlett  at  weekly  intervals 
for  bacteriological  examination.  Eighty-four  samples  were  examined 
and  with  a  few  exceptions  were  reported  to  be  of  a  high  standard  of 
bacteriological  purity.  The  exceptions  mentioned  were  confined  to  a 
very  small  area  in  the  centre  of  the  Town  and  were  believed  to  be  due  to 
some  work  done  in  connection  with  the  hydrants  in  this  area.  The 
matter  was  taken  in  hand  by  the  Water  Department  and  successfully 
dealt  with. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  that  all  water  supplied  by  the 
Water  Committee  is  chlorinated  as  well  as  filtered. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  sewerage  system  of  the  Borough 
was  described  on  pages  18  and  19  of  my  report  for  1933. 

The  Borough  Engineer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information 
regarding  drainage  work  carried  out  by,  or  under  the  supervision  of,  his 
Department  during  the  year  : — 

Kingsthorpe  Hall  Estate  ; 

St.  David’s  Housing  Estate  ; 

Spencer  Housing  Estate  ; 

Flood  Relief  Scheme  : — 

Bant’s  Lane  ; 

Weedon  Road. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  At  no  time  during  the  year  was  that  part 
of  the  river  Nene  which  flows  through  the  Borough  in  such  a  state  as  to 
cause  any  nuisance.  There  are  no  sources  of  gross  pollution  to  the 
stream  either  before  it  enters  or  as  it  flows  through  the  Town. 
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Whilst  the  Nene  did  not  give  rise  to  any  anxiety  due  to  pollution, 
it  was  the  cause  of  considerable  distress  on  two  occasions  during  the 
year  owing  to  excessive  flooding,  viz  : — on  25th  January,  when  a  rapid 
thaw  accompanied  by  heavy  rain  caused  many  houses  in  the  St.  James’ 
district  of  the  Town  to  be  flooded,  and  again  on  18th  October,  when 
an  abnormally  heavy  rainfall  the  day  before,  coupled  with  the  bursting 
of  the  canal  bank  near  Weedon,  caused  a  worse  flood  than  the  one  in 
January,  as  on  this  occasion  not  only  St.  James’  but  also  the  Far  Cotton 
district  suffered  severe  damage,  in  fact  the  older  inhabitants  were  of  the 
opinion  it  was  the  worst  flood  within  memory. 

Closet  Accommodation.  No  conversions  from  pail  closets  or 
privies  were  undertaken  during  the  year.  The  few  remaining  pail  closets 
are  situated  so  far  from  a  sewer  and/or  a  water  supply  as  to  render  con¬ 
version  impossible  at  a  reasonable  cost. 

While  on  this  subject  it  may  come  as  a  surprise  to  many  to  know  that 
we  have  about  ten  thousand  hand-flushed  closets  in  the  Town,  i.e.,  they 
are  on  the  water-carried  system  but  not  supplied  with  a  flushing  cistern. 
It  was  impossible  until  the  completion  of  the  Hollowell  scheme  to  con¬ 
template  making  the  desired  improvement  in  the  flushing  arrangements, 
owing  to  the  inadequate  water  supply,  and  now  that  we  have  ample 
water  war  conditions  necessitate  the  postponement  of  any  changes. 

Public  Cleansing.  As  we  have  no  separate  Cleansing  Department 
in  Northampton,  this  work  is  performed  by  the  Highways  Department. 
In  my  report  for  1930,  pages  23  and  24,  I  gave  a  short  account  of  the 
“  Pagefield  ”  method  of  collecting  refuse  (the  one  in  use  in  the  Borough) 
and  I  said  it  was  a  great  improvement  on  any  system  up  to  that  time 
attempted  in  Northampton.  I  am  still  of  the  same  opinion. 

The  whole  of  the  refuse  collected  in  the  Town  is  now  dealt  with  on 
up-to-date  lines  at  the  Refuse  Disposal  Works,  West  Bridge  Depot. 
The  Heenan  &  Froude  plant,  which  had  been  in  operation  since  1 930,  having 
been  found  to  be  too  small  to  deal  with  all  the  refuse  (tips  having  been 
abandoned  or  closed),  sanction  was  obtained  from  the  Ministry  of  Health 
to  duplicate  it.  The  new  auxiliary  plant  was  first  used  on  2nd  August, 
1939. 

In  the  old  system  of  burying  the  refuse  in  tips  a  considerable  wastage 
of  usable  material  took  place,  as  well  as  the  creation  of  alleged  nuisances. 
Under  the  new  system  most,  if  not  all,  usable  articles  (tins,  bottles,  jars, 
rags,  small  pieces  of  iron,  etc.)  are  salvaged  and  subsequently  sold.  The 
work  is  done  without  the  creation  of  any  nuisance. 

Sanitary  Inspection.  The  work  of  the  sanitary  inspectors  is 
summarised  in  Table  5  (page  73)  and  Table  6  gives  particulars  of  drainage 
reconstructions.  During  the  year  1,993  houses  were  inspected,  of  which 
1,126  were  found  to  require  some  attention,  with  the  result  that  925  were 
repaired,  768  were  cleansed  and  whitewashed,  while  others  were  dealt 
with  as  the  conditions  required,  details  of  which  appear  in  Table  5. 

Since  the  “  overcrowding  survey  ”  was  made  in  1936,  all  houses 
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inspected  in  what  is  called  “  house-to-house  inspection  ”  are  now 
measured  to  check,  amongst  other  information,  the  number  of  persons 
permitted  to  occupy  a  particular  dwelling  so  as  to  comply  with  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV.,  Abatement  of  Overcrowding. 

Shops  and  Offices.  Certain  portions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  are 
administered  by  sanitary  authorities,  viz: — subsections  (1)  and  (2)  of 
Section  10,  which  deal  with  sanitary  and  other  arrangements  in  shops, 
chiefly  heating  and  ventilation.  The  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures 
is  the  inspector  appointed  locally  under  the  Act  and  on  his  finding  any 
premises  where  the  regulations  relating  to  ventilation,  temperature, 
washing  facilities,  or  lavatory  accommodation  are  apparently  not  com¬ 
plied  with,  he  reports  to  the  Public  Health  Department.  During  1939 
he  referred  nineteen  premises  to  us  for  the  necessary  action.  The 
sanitary  inspectors  paid  fifty-five  visits  and  suitable  steps  were  taken 
when  considered  necessary  to  cause  this  section  of  the  Act  to  be  complied 
with. 

The  inspector  specially  appointed  for  duties  under  the  Factories 
Act,  1937,  also  dealt  with  offices  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
He  commenced  duty  on  2nd  January,  1939. 

Smoke  Abatement.  No  active  part  was  taken  in  any  smoke 
abatement  scheme  as  none  was  necessary.  Smoke  from  works  chimneys 
is  not  a  source  of  nuisance  in  the  Borough  and  any  complaints  relating 
to  smoke  from  other  sources  were  effectively  dealt  with. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  As  mentioned  on  page  28  of  my 
report  for  1938,  swimmers  in  Northampton  are  well  catered  for  both  as 
regards  open-air  and  closed  baths.  Nine  samples  of  water  from  the 
baths  were  examined  during  the  year  and  all  were  found  to  be  of  excellent 
quality.  Seven  were  taken  from  the  Public  Baths,  Upper  Mounts,  one 
from  Midsummer  Meadow  Baths,  and  one  from  Barry  Road  Baths. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.  The  Ministry  of  Health  requires  certain 
information  regarding  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs  set  out  according  to  a 
prescribed  form  : — 

(1)  During  1939  traces  of  bugs  were  found  in  sixty-nine  Council 
houses,  only  two  of  which  were  at  all  serious.  In  addition,  there 
was  one  known  verminous  house  in  a  clearance  area. 

(2)  The  methods  of  disinfestation  employed  are  : — 

(a)  The  use  of  a  spray,  the  insecticides  used  being  “  Zaldecide,” 
“  Clymax,”  and  “  Cromessol  B  ”  ; 

(b)  Fumigation  by  means  of  sulphur  candles,  i.e.,  sulphur 
dioxide  gas  ; 

(c)  Treatment  by  means  of  a  blow-lamp.  Where  found  necess¬ 
ary,  the  woodwork  (skirting  boards,  picture  rails,  etc.)  are 
removed  prior  to  treatment. 

(3)  The  furniture  of  incoming  tenants  from  bug-infested  houses  is 
treated  before  removal  to  new  houses.  Soft  articles  (clothing, 
bedding,  etc.)  are  disinfested  by  steam  at  the  Public  Health 
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Committee’s  Disinfecting  Station,  St  Andrew’s  Road.  Other 
furniture  or  articles  which  would  be  ruined  by  steam  disinfection 
are  sprayed  with  insecticide. 

(4)  The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  officers  of  the  Local 
Authority.  Hydrogen  cyanide  gas  has  not  been  used  as  it  is 
considered  to  be  too  dangerous. 

(5)  Supervision  or  education  of  tenants  is  given  when  Housing 
Department  representatives  are  treating  premises,  so  as  to 
prevent  re-infestation  after  cleansing. 

The  main  work  in  connection  with  bug  eradication  has  been  largely 
confined  to  Council  houses.  The  tenants  of  privately-owned  dwellings 
have  been  given  advice  and  supplied  with  insecticides  and  had  their  soft 
furnishings  treated  by  steam  disinfection.  These  methods  have  proved 
sufficient  to  keep  any  infestation  in  check,  the  number  of  complaints  and 
applications  for  assistance  from,  tenants  of  privately-owned  property  being 
very  small,  whereas  Council  tenants  are  encouraged  to  report  infestation 
immediately  traces  are  noticed. 

Schools.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (the  nominal  School 
Medical  Officer),  together  with  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  and 
the  sanitary  inspectors,  kept  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  schools 
under  observation  during  the  year.  All  the  schools  are  connected  with 
the  public  water  supply. 

The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  again  remained  at  a  low  level  and  the 
same  may  be  said  of  diphtheria,  while  measles  and  whooping  cough 
called  for  no  special  action  on  the  part  of  the  Education  Authorities. 

Canal  Boats.  The  annual  report  under  Section  249  (3)  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was  dispatched  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  before 
the  appointed  date,  viz  : — 21st  January.  Mr.  W.  L.  Monks,  the  Canal 
Boats  Inspector,  inspected  twenty  boats  registered  to  carry  sixty-five 
adults  ;  the  actual  persons  on  board  numbered  twenty-nine  adults  and 
eighteen  children.  No  infringement  of  the  Act  or  Regulations  was 
brought  to  light  and  no  case  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  was  reported 
in  connection  with  any  boat.  No  boat  was  detained  for  disinfection. 
The  number  of  boats  on  the  register  believed  to  be  in  use  is  three.  Again 
one  is  unable  to  report  any  increase  in  canal  traffic  to  Northampton. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  At  the  end  of  1939,  there  were  four 
common  lodging  houses  on  the  register,  viz  :• — 

ACCOMMODATION. 


PREMISES.  (MEN). 

52,  Broad  Street  .  60 

5,  St.  Andrew’s  Street  . .  34 

38/40,  Compton  Street  .  7 

31,  Mayorhold  .  15 


Total 


116 


25 


All  these  were  old  registrations.  The  accommodation  for  the  class 
of  person  who  inhabits  this  kind  of  house  appears  to  be  sufficient. 
Women  “  travellers  ”  find  accommodation  at  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital. 
All  the  premises  were  kept  under  supervision  by  Inspector  J.  Walker 
and  from  time  to  time  were  visited  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

We  have  no  houses  let  in  lodgings  or  byelaws  in  connection  there¬ 
with. 

Factories.  Table  8  (page  76)  gives  particulars  of  work  done  under 
the  Factories  Act,  1937,  set  out  in  the  prescribed  form.  Part  I.  of  the 
Act  makes  provision  for  dealing  with  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temper¬ 
ature,  ventilation,  lighting,  drainage  of  floors,  and  sanitary  conveni¬ 
ences.  All  the  sanitary  inspectors  on  the  staff  are  authorised  to  perform 
duties  under  the  Act  and  one  inspector  (Mr.  H.  C.  Birch)  was  appointed 
to  give  his  whole  time  to  this  work  ;  he  commenced  duty  on  2nd  January, 
1939,  and  left  for  military  service  on  5th  February,  1940. 

Offensive  Trades.  No  new  offensive  trades  were  commenced 
during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  December  there  were  fourteen  names  on 
the  register  as  persons  carrying  on  offensive  trades,  viz  : — two  tanners, 
three  tripe  boilers,  one  soap  boiler  and  fat  melter,  one  bone  dealer,  and 
seven  rag  and  bone  dealers.  Under  Section  107  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  the  expression  “offensive  trade’’  means  any  of  the  following: — 
(a)  the  trade  or  business  of  a  blood  boiler,  blood  drier,  bone  boiler,  fat 
extractor,  fat  melter,  fellmonger,  glue  maker,  gut  scraper,  rag  and  bone 
dealer,  size  maker,  soap  boiler,  tallow  melter,  or  tripe  boiler  ;  or  (b)  any 
other  trade,  business,  or  manufacture  previously  declared  an  offensive 
trade  locally  under  Section  51  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1907  ;  or  (c)  any  other  trade,  business,  or  manufacture  which  the 
local  authority,  by  order  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  have 
declared  to  be  an  offensive  trade  after  the  commencement  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  i.e.,  1st  October,  1937. 

All  the  offensive  trades  were  carried  on  with  a  minimum  amount 
of  nuisance  and  were  kept  under  supervision  by  the  district  inspectors, 
with  occasional  visits  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector.  No  infringement  of  the  byelaws  was  observed 
during  any  visit. 

Under  Section  108  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  Town  Council 
made  a  new  set  of  byelaws  with  respect  to  the  regulation  of  offensive 
trades,  businesses  or  manufactures  and  the  trade  or  business  of  fish 
frying  in  the  Borough  of  Northampton.  These  were  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  on  9th  May,  1939,  and  came  into  effect  on  1st  July, 
1939. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.  As  I  have  mentioned  in  previous 
reports,  we  are  fortunate  in  not  being  troubled  by  any  permanent  shack 
or  tent  dwellers  in  the  Borough.  Owing  to  the  recent  changes  in  the 
Cattlemarket  the  caravan  dwellers  who  wintered  on  the  spare  land 
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within  that  enclosure  (and  some  of  these  persons  had  done  so  for  many 
years)  were  no  longer  allowed  to  park  their  vehicles  there.  Where  they 
passed  the  winter  of  1939-40  I  cannot  say,  hut  certainly  not  within 
the  Borough. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  Northampton. 

Premises  controlled  by  Byelaws,  etc.  Particulars  of  these, 
excepting  the  above-mentioned,  will  be  found  in  Section  V.  (pages  30 
to  36)  dealing  with  food,  as  they  comprise  cowsheds,  dairies,  bakehouses, 
slaughterhouses,  ice-cream  shops,  etc. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928.  The  object  of  these  Acts  has 
been  explained  from  time  to  time  in  previous  reports.  The  premises 
where  rag  flock  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of  low-priced  furniture,  etc., 
were  visited  on  eighteen  occasions  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
ascertain  if  the  invoices  guaranteed  that  the  flock  reached  the  standard 
prescribed  by  the  Rag  Flock  Regulations,  1912,  in  other  words,  that  it 
did  not  contain  above  a  given  percentage  of  chlorine.  As  all  the  invoices 
were  found  to  be  in  order,  no  samples  were  taken. 

Rat  Repression.  The  Borough  Rat-catcher,  working  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  latter’s  official  capacity 
as  Rat  Officer,  continues  to  be  at  the  service  of  any  ratepayer  requiring 
help  or  advice  in  ridding  his  premises  of  rats.  The  chief  means  of  destruc¬ 
tion  used  consists  of  ferrets  and  dogs  and  the  injection  of  suffocating 
gas  into  the  burrows  when  this  procedure  is  found  to  be  practicable.  The 
indiscriminate  use  of  poisons  is  not  looked  upon  with  favour  by  the 
Department  owing  to  the  risks  involved.  As  we  are  constantly  at  work 
on  rat  repression  we  do  not  hold  any  “  official  ”  rat  week  :  every  week 
is  a  “  rat  week  ”  with  us.  During  the  year  the  Rat-catcher  accounted 
for  2,143  rats.  Table  11  (page  78)  shews  the  number  known  to  have 
been  destroyed  since  the  appointment  of  a  Borough  Rat-catcher  was 
made  in  1919. 


IV.— HOUSING 

Council  Houses.  The  Borough  Engineer  has  supplied  the  Depart¬ 
ment  with  particulars  of  the  progress  made  under  the  municipal  housing 


schemes  : — 

Number  of  Council  houses  completed  during  1939  .  219 

Total  number  of  houses  erected  for  the  Corporation  up  to 

31st  December,  1939  .  4,670 

Other  New  Buildings.  In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following 
private  building  operations,  plans  for  which  had  been  approved  by  the 
Highways  Committee,  were  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 

Houses  (private  enterprise)  .  378 

Shops  and  houses  combined  .  9 
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Shops  .  23 

Conversion  of  dwellinghouses  into  flats  .  14 

Additions  to  houses  .  21 

New  back  premises  to  house  .  1 

Extensions  to  shops  .  5 

New  shop-fronts  .  10 

Grocery  stores  . .  4 

Office  suites  . 4 

Alterations  and  additions  to  offices  .  2 

Workshop  .  1 

Factory  chimneys  .  2 

Additions  to  factories  and  warehouses  .  9 

Extension  to  laundry  . 1 

Dairies  .  2 

Extension  to  slaughterhouse  (new  cooling  room)  .  1 

Place  of  worship  . 1 

Nurses’  home  (General  Hospital)  .  1 

Extension  to  brewery  .  1 

Licensed  premises  .  1 

Alterations  and  additions  to  licensed  premises  .  10 

Club-house  (sports) .  1 

Roller  skating  rink  . 1 

Service  garages  . 6 

Extensions  to  service  garages  .  3 

Motor-houses  . 140 

Garden  and  store  sheds  .  25 

Greenhouses  . .  4 

Washhouses  . 2 

Water  closets  . 19 


Housing  Acts.  Table  7  (page  75)  contains  particulars  of  two 
individual  unfit  houses  represented  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
during  the  year  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

No  house  was  repaired  under  the  provisions  of  Section  9  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

The  staff  made  1,404  visits  of  house-to-house  inspection  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932,  and  found  defects 
in  946,  chiefly  want  of  cleanliness  and  repairs. 

Slum  Clearance.  My  annual  reports  from  1934  onwards  give 
details  of  the  progress  made  with  slum  clearance  under  the  Housing 
Acts  of  1930  and  1936. 

On  pages  34  and  35  of  the  1938  report  particulars  were  given  of 
seventeen  clearance  areas  comprising  149  houses,  occupied  by  436  persons, 
represented  on  25th  October,  1938,  and  known  collectively  as  Group  X. 
in  the  official  scheme.  Further  action  regarding  them  was  withheld 
during  1939,  owing  first  of  all  to  the  diversion  of  the  energies  of  the 
Local  Authority  towards  the  process  of  accelerating  the  organisation  of 
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civil  defence  measures  ;  later,  on  the  outbreak  of  war,  the  Ministry  of 
Health  instructed  local  authorities  to  postpone  demolition  of  unfit 
property  and  curtail  building  for  overcrowding  and  general  needs. 
Slum  clearance,  as  we  have  known  it  in  recent  years,  will  be  in  abeyance 
for  the  duration  of  the  war. 

Public  Health  Acts.  Table  5  (page  73)  gives  particulars  of  the 
work  of  the  sanitary  inspectors  under  these  Acts. 

No  house  was  certified  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the 
terms  of  Sections  83  or  167  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Prosecutions.  No  legal  proceedings  were  necessary  during  the 
year  to  enforce  notices  relating  to  the  renovation  of  property. 

Other  prosecutions  are  dealt  with  in  the  paragraphs  dealing  with 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  on  page  35  and  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924  and  1935,  on  page  34. 

Overcrowding.  During  the  year  under  review  considerable 
progress  was  made  in  reducing  the  incidence  of  overcrowding  in  the 
Borough.  As  stated  in  previous  reports,  overcrowding  was  not  a  marked 
feature  in  connection  with  the  housing  problem  in  Northampton.  Every 
case  of  overcrowding  coming  to  our  notice  is  referred  to  the  Corporation 
Housing  Department  for  attention.  During  1939  ten  cases  were  reported, 
125  were  relieved,  and  nine  remained  on  the  books. 

During  the  same  period  we  received  fifty-three  applications  from 
landlords,  agents,  etc.,  to  supply  the  “  permitted  numbers  ”  for  382 
dwellings. 

Sufficiency  of  Supply  of  Houses.  By  the  end  of  December,  1939, 
the  Corporation  had  erected  4,670  houses  since  1918  and  during  the  same 
period  it  is  estimated  private  enterprise  had  provided  5,411,  making  a 
total  of  10,081.  Assuming  the  total  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough 
to  be  28,850,  this  means  that  34-9  per  cent,  of  the  dwellings  in  the  Town 
are  not  over  twenty  years  old,  in  other  words  Northampton  has  been 
to  a  large  extent  rebuilt  during  the  last  twenty-five  years.  In  spite  of 
the  large  amount  of  building  which  has  taken  place  and  the  relatively 
small  increase  in  the  population,  there  is  still  a  considerable  demand  for 
houses,  the  Housing  Department  having  on  their  books  when  the  waiting 
list  was  revised  on  10th  January,  1940,  the  names  of  815  applicants  for 
Council  houses,  shops,  or  flats,  of  which  204  were  living  in  rooms,  393 
were  tenants  of  privately-owned  houses,  and  eighty-five  lived  outside  the 
Borough.  What  the  demand  for  houses  will  be  on  the  cessation  of  the 
war  one  cannot  say,  but  from  the  large  number  of  marriages  which  have 
taken  place  since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  and  from  the  fact 
that  the  building  of  new  houses  either  by  private  firms  or  in  connection 
with  Corporation  slum  clearing  operations  is  held  up  and  likely  to  remain 
so  for  the  duration,  one  would  suppose  the  demand  will  be  great  and 
urgent. 
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Housing  Statistics.  The  particulars  for  1939  are  set  out  below 
in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  : — 

1  .-—Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  1,993 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  .  1,404 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  .  88 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  1,038 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  .  241 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  — 

(1 )  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs .  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  .  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  0 

B.  —  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1 )  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  784 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  756 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  0 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  . 4 
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D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 


(1 )  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made .  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ... .  0 


4. — Housing  Act,  1936.- — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 


A. — (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  . . . .  .  9 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  9 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  78* 

B.  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  .  10 

C.  —  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year . .  125 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases .  1,040* 

D.  — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  .  Nil 

PL — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  con¬ 
ditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  con¬ 
sider  it  desirable  to  report . . .  f 

*  Equivalent  number  of  units=65J  and  897^  respectively, 
f  See  paragraph  on  “  Overcrowding  ”  on  page  28. 


Other  Housing  Matters.  Reference  should  be  made  to  Section 
III.  “  Sanitary  Circumstances  ”  for  other  information  bearing  on  housing. 

The  estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Borough  on  31st 
December,  1939,  was  28,850. 

Building  byelaws  were  made  by  the  Council  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936.  They  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  on  2Cth 
July,  1940,  and  came  into  operation  nine  days  later. 


V.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply.  No  change  took  place  during  the  year  in  the  milk 
supply  to  the  Borough,  which  was  reviewed  in  several  of  my  annual 
reports.  The  number  of  milch  cows  housed  in  Northampton  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  ninety-seven. 

Milk  in  Schools,  etc.  The  scheme  for  supplying  milk  in  schools 
appears  to  be  holding  its  own,  in  fact,  if  account  be  taken  of  the  prolonged 
holiday  period  in  the  summer,  it  would  appear  to  be  doing  a  little  more. 
The  number  of  bottles  of  milk  consumed  during  1936  was  1,147,039  ;  in 
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1937,  1,087,192;  in  1938,  1,240,484;  in  1939,  1,039,681.  All  the  milk 
was  pasteurised  and  obtained  by  contract  from  one  or  other  of  the  large 
distributors  in  the  Town.  Slightly  over  ten  per  cent,  was  supplied  free 
by  the  Education  Committee  to  children  whose  parents  were  considered 
to  be  not  in  a  position  to  pay  for  it. 

A  considerable  amount  of  milk  is  given  free  to  mothers  and  children 
by  the  Milk  Sub-Committee  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee.  ( See  page  66). 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938.  The  method  of  carrying  out  the 
provisions  of  this  Order  was  explained  on  page  39  of  my  report  for  1938. 

Forty-eight  samples  of  milk  were  examined  at  the  Lister  Institute 
of  Preventive  Medicine,  London,  by  inoculation  tests  for  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli,  eight  being  reported  positive,  i.e.,  containing  tubercle 
bacilli.  This  information  was  forwarded  to  the  Divisional  Inspector, 
Animal  Health  Division,  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  either 
direct  or  through  the  County  Medical  Officer,  according  to  the  location 
of  the  premises  of  the  producer,  with  the  following  results  : — 

No.  716.  Ordinary  loose  milk.  On  follow  up,  milk  from  one 
cow  was  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli  ;  cow  slaughtered. 

No.  718*.  Ordinary  raw  bottled  milk.  Later  samples  proved  to 
be  negative. 

No.  724*.  Ordinary  raw  bottled  milk.  Subsequent  samples 
were  reported  negative. 

No.  725*.  Ordinary  raw  milk  bottled.  The  offending  cow  was 
traced  and  slaughtered. 

No.  728.  Ordinary  loose  milk.  The  final  result  was  negative, 
although  one  group  sample  taken  earlier  had  proved  positive. 

No.  733.  Ordinary  bottled  milk.  Subsequent  samples  were 
negative.  Owners  are  cattle  dealers  and  animals  in  the  herd  are 
frequently  changed. 

No.  746.  Ordinary  loose  milk.  Milk  from  one  cow  was  found 
to  contain  tubercle  bacilli  and  the  animal  was  slaughtered. 

No.  753.  Ordinary  loose  milk.  Subsequent  samples  were 
reported  negative. 

♦At  the  same  time  that  samples  Nod.  718,  724,  and  725  were  obtained, 
a  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  was  procured  from  the  same  dairy  ;  this 
on  examination  at  the  laboratory  was  found  to  be  negative  for  tubercle 
bacilli. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  shops.  At  the  end  of  December, 
eight  cow  keepers,  129  retail  dairymen,  and  seven  wholesalers  were  on  the 
registers.  Nineteen  of  these  retailers  live  outside  the  Borough  ;  their 
premises  were  inspected  by  officers  of  the  rural  sanitary  authorities  and 
passed  as  fit  for  the  purpose  before  they  were  placed  on  our  register.  In 
addition,  197  persons  are  allowed  to  sell  milk  in  bottles  on  condition 
the  seal  of  the  bottle  is  intact  when  it  leaves  the  premises,  these  premises 
being  places  where  conditions  are  unsuitable  for  the  sale  of  loose  milk. 
Three  certificates  of  registration  were  issued,  all  being  transfers.  The 
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inspectors  paid  753  visits  to  registered  premises  during  which  defects 
were  found  in  nine  instances.  These  were  remedied  on  representations 
being  made. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936  and  1938.  The 

following  licences  under  these  Orders  were  in  operation  at  the  end  of 
1939  : — 

Dealers’  licences  to  use  the  designation  “  tuberculin  tested  ” 


(a)  bottling  establishments  .  2 

(b)  shops  and  other  premises  .  18 

Dealers’  licences  to  use  the  designation  “  pasteurised  ”  — 

(a)  pasteurising  establishments  .  3 

(b)  shops  and  other  premises  .  5 

Producer’s  licence  to  use  the  designation  “  accredited  ” .  1 

These  licences  were  held  by  twenty  dairymen  in  all. 


Sixty-five  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination, 
viz  : — twenty-one  tuberculin  tested,  thirteen  pasteurised  sold  as  such, 
one  pasteurised  sold  in  a  bottle  as  ordinary  milk,  two  pasteurised  sold 
loose  as  ordinary,  one  accredited  sold  loose  as  ordinary,  eleven  ordinary 
milk  in  bottles,  fifteen  ordinary  loose  milk,  and  one  sterilised  milk. 

All  the  tuberculin  tested  milks  satisfied  the  prescribed  methylene 
blue  reduction  test  for  cleanliness. 

All  the  pasteurised  milks  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Orders.  The  average  number  of  organisms  per  ml.  (millilitre)  was 
1,636  ;  the  highest  was  9,480  and  the  lowest  10. 

The  three  pasteurised  sold  as  ordinary  milk  contained  820,  960,  and 
2,200  bacteria  per  ml.  respectively.  The  accredited  milk  sold  as  ordinary 
contained  1,760  bacteria  per  ml.  Apart  from  one  sample  in  which  the 
organisms  were  said  to  be  uncountable,  the  average  count  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  twenty-five  ordinary  milks  was  13,014  per  ml.,  the  highest  being 
164,000  and  the  lowest  100.  The  sterilised  milk  was,  in  fact,  found  to  be 
sterile. 

These  results  shew  considerable  improvement  on  similar  figures  for 
1938  and  from  them  I  hope  we  may  infer  that  progress  is  being  made  in 
the  cleanliness  observed  in  the  production  and  handling  of  milk. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods.  No  change  was  made  in  the  arrangements 
for  food  inspection,  including  the  inspection  of  meat,  slaughterhouses, 
shops,  stalls,  and  other  places  where  food  is  prepared  or  sold.  Tables 
9  and  10  (pages  77  and  78)  give  particulars  of  food  condemned. 

No  meat  marking  scheme  under  Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health 
(Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  is  in  force  in  Northampton. 

Di  sease  in  Meat.  Table  10  (page  78)  gives  particulars  regarding 
tuberculosis  found  in  slaughtered  animals.  56-3  per  cent,  of  whole  and 
66-5  per  cent,  of  part  carcases  of  beef,  veal,  and  pork  condemned  was 
surrendered  on  account  of  its  being  infected  with  tuberculosis. 
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Seizure  of  Unsound  Food.  The  officers  of  the  Department  did 
not  make  any  formal  seizures  of  unsound  food  during  the  year  under 
Section  117  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  or  Section  9  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938.  All  the  meat  condemned  was  voluntarily  surrendered 
to  the  inspectors  by  the  butchers  who  were  quite  willing  and  agreeable 
to  accept  the  officers’  opinions. 

Slaughterhouses.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  forty-four 
slaughterhouses  of  various  ages  on  the  register.  Thirty  of  these  were 
registered  or  licensed  before  the  adoption  of  Part  III.  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  The  remaining  fourteen  were  on  annual 
licences.  Thirty-seven  of  these  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  on  2nd 
January,  1940,  for  the  period  ending  31st  December,  1940,  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  These  licences  will  be  renewed  annually  in 
future.  The  inspectors  paid  4,781  visits  of  inspection  during  the  year, 
4,430  while  slaughtering  was  in  progress.  Forty-five  infringements  of 
the  byelaws  governing  slaughterhouses  were  discovered  and  were  remedied 
without  our  having  to  resort  to  legal  action. 

Early  in  1940  changes  in  slaughtering  arrangements  were  brought 
about  owing  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  taking  over  all  the  slaughtering 
done  in  the  Borough  and  taking  possession  of  four  slaughterhouses,  viz  : — 

No.  la,  Oliver  Street  (Messrs.  Sargeant  &  Hornby)  ; 

No.  8,  Regent  Square  (Messrs.  C.  W.  King  &  Co.,  Ltd.)  ; 

Northampton  Cattlemarket  Slaughterhouse  ; 

Ransome  Road  (Northampton  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.). 

At  each  of  these  premises,  slaughtering  is  carried  on  under  the 
supervision  of  a  foreman  slaughterer,  the  whole  being  supervised  by  a 
slaughterhouse  manager  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The 
inspection  of  the  carcases  and  offal  after  slaughtering  is  carried  out,  as 
previously,  by  the  Corporation’s  Meat  Inspector.  After  slaughtering  is 
complete,  the  meat  is  transferred  from  the  slaughterhouses  for  distri¬ 
bution. 

As  distributing  centres  the  Ministry  of  Food  has  entered  into  occu¬ 
pation  of  three  premises,  viz  : — No.  26,  Wellingborough  Road,  a  depot 
at  the  rear  of  the  Ice  Stores,  and  No.  118,  Wellingborough  Road. 
The  two  former  depots  are  for  supplying  Northampton.  The  third  is 
the  distributing  centre  for  the  County  ;  meat  for  the  rural  districts  of 
Brixworth,  Northampton,  Daventry,  and  Towcester  is  killed  in  the 
Borough  and  distributed  from  this  centre.  A  population  of  approxi¬ 
mately  a  quarter  of  a  million  is  supplied  with  meat  from  the  Northampton 
area. 

The  disposal  of  unsound  and  diseased  meat  condemned  by  the  Meat 
Inspector  is  proceeding  in  exactly  the  same  manner  as  before  control  was 
instituted  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  scheme  is  working  satisfactorily, 
although  complaints  have  been  received  from  time  to  time,  not  all  of  them 
being  genuine  complaints. 
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Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924  and  1935.  Under  these 
Regulations,  442  notices  of  casual  slaughter  were  received  during  1939. 
One  butcher  was  prosecuted  for  slaughtering  four  lambs  on  a  Sunday 
without  giving  proper  notice  to  the  Department.  The  Bench  inflicted  a 
fine  of  £2. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933.  The  names  of  six  slaughter¬ 
men  were  added  to  the  register,  making  a  total  of  235  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Grading  and  Marking  of  Foodstuffs.  The  inspectors  continue 
to  carry  out  the  duties  imposed  by  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926,  and 
the  Agricultural  Produce  (Grading  and  Marking)  Act,  1928,  and  the 
numerous  Orders  made  thereunder. 

Bakehouses.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  seventy-six 
bakehouses  on  the  register,  to  which  the  inspectors  paid  231  visits. 
Twenty-two  infringements  of  the  Act  were  discovered  and  remedied 
without  recourse  to  legal  proceedings. 

Other  Premises  dealing  with  Food.  This  heading  includes 
premises  where  food  is  dealt  with,  other  than  those  already  mentioned, 
e.g.,  those  connected  with  the  manufacture  and  storage  of  potted  meats, 
jams,  sweets,  ice-cream,  etc.  1,608  visits  of  inspection  were  made. 

Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  which  came  into  force 
on  1st  October,  1939,  called  for  the  registration  of  all  premises  where 
food  was  stored  or  manufactered.  Applications  for  registration  received 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  numbered  314,  as  follows  : — 


Ice-cream  . 55 

Cooked  meat  .  203 

Both  ice-cream  and  cooked  meat  . .  5 

Fish  frying  . 51 


An  important  step  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  food  was  taken 
when  the  new  covered  market  for  fish  and  meat  was  opened  by  His 
Worship  the  Mayor  of  Northampton  (Alderman  A.  W.  Lyne,  J.P.)  on 
25th  May,  1939.  The  scheme  to  provide  a  covered  fish  and  meat 
market  dates  from  1930,  when  the  Markets  Committee  decided  to  move 
the  fish  and  meat  stalls  from  the  General  Market  to  a  covered  site  to  be 
erected  with  frontages  to  Sheep  Street,  Bradshaw  Street,  and  Silver 
Street.  Owing  to  the  financial  crisis  of  1931,  the  scheme  was  postponed 
for  a  time.  Plans  were  prepared  in  the  office  of  the  Borough  Engineer 
and  were  adopted  by  the  Council  in  December,  1936.  The  cost  was 
estimated  at  £23,000,  but  this  was  exceeded  owing  to  the  provision  of 
an  air-raid  shelter  in  the  basement.  As  the  Mayor  remarked  at  the 
opening,  “  Old  customs  die  hard,”  but  there  can  be  little  doubt  about 
the  improved  facilities  for  both  stallholders  and  the  public  under  the  new 
conditions  and  I  consider  it  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

Food  Poisoning.  No  instance  of  suspected  food  poisoning  came  to 
the  notice  of  the  Department  during  1939. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  300  samples  (including  63  informal)  were 
taken  by  the  sanitary  inspectors  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulter¬ 
ation)  Act,  1928,  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  This  latter  Act 
came  into  force  on  1st  October,  1939,  which  explains  why  the  samples 
were  taken  under  both  Acts.  The  nature  of  the  300  samples  submitted 
to  the  Public  Analyst  is  given  in  detail  in  Table  12  (page  79).  Fourteen 
of  them  (4-7  per  cent.)  were  found  to  be  not  genuine.  All  the  fourteen 
defaulting  samples  were  formal  samples  of  milk  and  were  dealt  with  as 
follows  : — 


Sample  No.  99  was  found  to  be  10*7  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk- 
fat.  On  the  instructions  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  a  warning  letter  was  sent  by  the  Town  Clerk. 
(See  Nos.  102,  108,  and  109). 


No.  102. 
No.  105. 
No.  108. 
No.  109. 
No.  110. 
No.  111. 
No.  124. 

£2. 

No.  127. 
No.  182. 
Nos.  197  and 
No.  183. 
No.  197. 
No.  198. 
No.  253. 


2-0  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk-fat.  ( See  *  below). 

4- 0  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk-fat.  Warned. 

2- 6  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk-fat.  (See  *  below). 

5- 6  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk-fat.  (See  *  below). 

13*3  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk-fat.  Case  dismissed. 
23-3  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk-fat.  Case  dismissed. 
23*3  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk-fat.  Vendor  fined 

3- 3  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk-fat.  Warned. 

7-0  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk-fat.  Warned.  (See 
198). 

3*3  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk-fat.  Warned. 

2-6  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk-fat.  (See  f  below). 

2-0  per  cent,  deficient  in  milk-fat.  (See  f  below). 

Contained  12-0  per  cent,  of  added  water.  Fined  £1. 


*  Samples  Nod.  102,  108,  and  109  were  taken  from  the  wholesalers 
supplying  vendor  of  sample  No.  99.  No  further  action  taken, 
f  Samples  Nod.  197  and  198  were  taken  from  the  wholesaler  supply¬ 
ing  vendor  of  sample  No.  182. 

The  average  fat  content  of  the  165  samples  of  genuine  milk  was 
3-73  per  cent,  and  the  non-fatty  solids  8-80  per  cent.,  both  figures  well 
above  the  minimum  standard  laid  down  in  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations, 
1939,  which  superseded  the  1901  Regulations  as  from  1st  October,  1939. 

All  the  milk  samples  sent  for  analysis  were  examined  for  the  presence 
of  preservative,  but  none  was  detected. 


Preservatives,  etc.  No  infringements  of  the  Public  Health 
(Preservatives,  &c.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to  1939,  came  to  the 
notice  of  the  Department  during  the  year. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929,  the 
Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927,  or  the 
Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927. 
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Chemical  Work.  All  chemical  analysis  required  by  the  Local 
Authority  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  the  Borough,  A. 
Prideaux  Davson,  Esq.,  A.R.C.Sc.  (Lond.),  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  Public 
Analyst’s  Laboratory,  The  Public  Health  Centre,  Grange  Road,  Bermond¬ 
sey,  London,  S.E.l. 

Bacteriological  Work.  The  examination  of  milk  for  bacterial 
count  was  performed  at  the  Pathological  Laboratory  of  Northampton 
General  Hospital,  and  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle  bacillus  at  the 
Lister  Institute  of  Preventive  Medicine,  London. 

Nutrition.  No  steps  were  taken  regarding  the  dissemination  of 
knowledge  regarding  nutrition  beyond  those  mentioned  on  page  49  of 
my  report  for  1938,  which  were  continued  during  1939. 

8 hell -fish  and  Watercress.  No  change  was  made  regarding  the 
sources  of  the  shell-fish  (moiluscan)  and  watercress  brought  into  the 
Borough  for  human  consumption,  none  of  which  caused  any  doubt  or 
anxiety  as  to  its  purity. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Public 
Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations,  1934,  or  the  Public  Health  (Cleansing 
of  Shell-fish)  Act,  1932. 

VI.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

44  Zymotic  Deaths.”  During  1939,  nine  deaths  were  ascribed 
to  the  so-called  4 4  zymotic  diseases,”  giving  a  “  zymotic  death-rate  ” 
of  0-09  per  thousand  living,  compared  with  0-15  for  1938.  The  rate 
0-09  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for  the  Borough  with  the  exception  of 


0-06  in  1936.  The  deaths  in  1939  are 

classified  below  — 

NUMBER 

DEATH- 

OF  DEATHS. 

RATES. 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  .... 

3 

0-03 

Diphtheria  . 

3 

0-03 

Enteric  Fever  . 

1 

0-01 

Measles  . 

0 

0-00 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . 

0 

0-00 

Smallpox  . 

0 

0-00 

Whooping  Cough . 

9 

0  .  Jmi 

0-02 

Each  of  these  diseases  is  dealt  with  separately  in  the  next  three  or 
four  pages. 

Measles.  Measles  was  made  notifiable  as  from  23rd  October, 
1939,  under  provisional  regulations  made  by  the  Minister  of  Health  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  but  no  cases  were  notified  by  medical 
practitioners  up  to  the  end  of  December,  although  eleven  suspected 
ones  were  reported  during  the  year  in  the  head  teachers’  weekly  returns 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  There  were  no  deaths  ;  this  is  the 
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second  year  in  succession  without  a  death  ascribed  to  measles.  The 
death-rate  for  the  country  in  general  was  0-01.  No  serum  was  used 
either  as  a  prophylactic  or  in  the  treatment  of  measles. 

Whooping  Cough.  Whooping  cough  was  made  notifiable,  along 
with  measles,  as  from  23rd  October,  1939.  Ten  notifications  were 
received  up  to  the  end  of  December.  There  were  382  suspected  cases 
reported  by  head  teachers  during  the  year,  most  of  them  in  the  six 
months  from  February  to  July.  Two  deaths  were  attributed  to  this 
cause,  giving  a  death-rate  of  6-02  for  the  Borough  ;  for  England  and 
Wales  it  was  0-03. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis.  Only  three  children  under  two  years 
of  age  died  from  enteritis,  giving  a  death-rate  from  this  cause  of  2-4 
per  thousand  live  births  registered,  compared  with  4-6  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Influenza.  Influenza  is  not  notifiable.  There  were  fifteen  deaths 
attributed  to  this  cause,  a  little  over  twice  as  many  as  in  1938.  The 
local  death-rate  from  influenza  was  0-15,  compared  with  0*21  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Cerebro- spinal  Fever.  There  were  six  notifications  of  cerebro¬ 
spinal  fever  (as  against  five  for  1938).  Three  related  to  patients  brought 
into  Northampton  for  treatment,  one  being  an  evacuee.  Their  ages 
ranged  from  nine  weeks  to  nineteen  years  and  all  were  treated  at  North¬ 
ampton  General  Hospital,  where  two  died,  one  being  an  outward  transfer. 
In  addition,  one  unnotified  case  died.  All  received  serum  treatment, 
particulars  of  which  were  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.  We  received  one  notification  of  acute 
poliomyelitis  (infantile  paralysis)  relating  to  an  evacuee  girl  aged 
thirteen  years.  This  case  occurred  two  days  after  she  arrived  in  the 
Town.  She  had  not  attended  school  in  the  Borough  and  I  think  it  is 
unlikely  she  was  infected  here.  She  was  treated  at  the  General  Hospital 
and  on  discharge  returned  to  London. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica.  There  was  one  notification  of  this 
disease  relating  to  a  voluntary  evacuee,  a  woman  aged  sixty-nine  years. 
The  patient  had  been  in  bed  in  London  for  two  months  before  coming 
here,  having  been  attended  by  a  doctor  for  four  years.  She  died 
eleven  days  after  arrival. 

Human  Anthrax.  Three  cases  of  human  anthrax  were  reported 
during  the  year.  Two  of  them  were  Town  residents  employed  at  a  local 
tannery.  The  third  was  resident  in  the  County  area.  All  three  recovered 
after  treatment  at  the  General  Hospital. 

Enterica.  There  were  nine  notifications  of  enterica,  including  one 
out-of-town  case,  giving  an  attack-rate  of  0*09.  The  national  rate  was 
0*04.  Seven  of  the  patients  suffered  from  typhoid  fever  and  two  from 
paratyphoid  B.  Six  were  treated  at  the  General  Hospital. 
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There  was  one  death,  giving  a  death-rate  of  0-01  ;  for  England  and 
Wales  it  was  0*00. 

Erysipelas.  Only  twenty-two  notifications  of  erysipelas  were 
received,  the  second  lowest  number  recorded  by  us  since  notification 
was  introduced  in  1889.  One  patient  was  treated  at  Harborough  Road 
Hospital  and  another  at  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital.  The  attack-rate  was 
0-22.  No  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  cause. 

Chickenpox.  This  disease  is  not  notifiable  at  present.  From  the 
returns  furnished  weekly  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  head 
teachers  there  were  224  cases  or  suspected  cases  amongst  school  children, 
the  highest  monthly  number  being  seventy  in  July. 

Vaccination.  No  changes  were  made  in  the  Public  Vaccinators  or 
the  Vaccination  Officers  during  the  year  [see  page  53  of  last  year’s  report). 

From  the  returns  furnished  by  the  latter  officers  it  appears  that  of 
the  1,554  infants  whose  births  were  registered  in  the  Borough  during 
1938,  only  120  were  successfully  vaccinated,  equal  to  7-7  per  cent. 

During  1939,  no  vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations, 

1917. 

Smallpox.  No  case  of  smallpox  or  suspected  smallpox  came  to 
the  notice  of  the  Department  during  1939. 

Scarlet  Fever.  We  received  ninety-eight  notifications  of  scarlet 
fever,  compared  with  145  during  1938.  Two  related  to  military  cases. 
The  attack-rate  was  0-99,  while  for  England  and  Wales  it  was  T89. 
Seven  of  the  notifications  referred  to  evacuees.  Seventy  of  the  cases 
were  treated  at  the  Borough  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  where,  after 
a  period  of  observation,  twelve  were  found  to  be  not  suffering  from 
scarlet  fever.  The  disease  was  of  the  mild  type  and  there  were  no  deaths. 
The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0-01. 

Diphtheria.  Sixty-three  notifications  of  diphtheria  were  received, 
giving  an  attack-rate  of  0-63  compared  with  1-14  for  England  and  Wales. 
The  ages  of  the  patients  ranged  from  nineteen  months  to  fifty  years. 
Fifty-nine  were  treated  at  the  Borough  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
Harborough  Road,  where  thirteen  were  found  to  be  not  suffering  from 
diphtheria.  Two  others  were  treated  at  the  General  Hospital  where 
both  died  after  tracheotomy.  One  child  also  died  at  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital,  making  three  deaths,  giving  a  rate  of  0-03  compared 
with  0-05  for  England  and  Wales. 

103  phials  of  antitoxin  (each  of  8,000  units)  were  issued  free  to 
general  practitioners  in  the  Borough  on  application  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  at  a  cost  of  nearly  £33.  In  addition,  forty-one  phials  of 
A.P.T.  (thirty-nine  of  0-5  c.c.  and  two  of  1  c.c.)  were  issued  free  to 
practitioners  for  purposes  of  immunisation. 
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Pneumonia.  Notifications  of  pneumonia  numbered  113  (seven 
fewer  than  in  the  previous  year),  giving  an  attack-rate  of  1-14  as  against 
1-02  for  England  and  Wales.  Twenty  were  notified  as  following  influ¬ 
enza  and  twenty-six  as  broncho-pneumonia.  The  ages  of  the  patients 
varied  to  a  remarkable  degree,  the  youngest  being  two  days,  the  oldest 
ninety  years.  Twelve  were  treated  at  the  General  Hospital  and  five  at 
St.  Edmund’s  Hospital. 

Forty  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  disease,  including  eight 
following  influenza,  eighteen  from  broncho-pneumonia,  and  fourteen  from 
lobar  and  other  forms  of  pneumonia,  giving  a  death-rate  of  0-40. 

Borough  Hospitals.  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
Harborough  Road.  A  full  description  of  this  hospital  appeared  in 
my  report  for  1930  and  further  reference  is  made  to  it  on  page  14  of  the 
present  report.  Table  14  (page  80)  gives  the  statistics  for  1939.  The 
hospital  was  never  half  full  during  the  year.  The  Government  supplied 
twenty  bedsteads  with  the  necessary  bedding  for  Ward  II.  in  case  of  any 
serious  local  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  following  on  the  reception  of 
sixteen  thousand  evacuees. 

Tuberculosis  Hospital,  Welford  Road.  Reference  should  be 
made  to  the  report  for  1930,  also  to  subsequent  ones.  On  the  outbreak 
of  hostilities  this  hospital  was  cleared  of  patients  in  order  to  be  ready  to 
admit  casualties  due  to  war  conditions.  As  the  expected  casualties  did 
not  arrive  after  weeks  of  waiting,  the  hospital  was  restored  to  its  own 
function,  viz  : — the  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  and  the  patients  re¬ 
admitted.  The  hospital  was  later  temporarily  suspended  from  the 
Emergency  Hospital  Scheme  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Further  refer¬ 
ence  to  this  hospital  is  made  on  pages  14  and  51. 

Smallpox  Hospital,  Mere  Way.  No  additions  or  changes  were 
made  at  this  hospital.  [See  also  page  14). 

St.  Edmund’s  Hospital,  Wellingborough  Road.  No  great 
additions  or  alterations  were  made  to  this  hospital  which  ranks  as  a 
class  2  hospital  in  the  Emergency  Hospital  Scheme  and  additional 
bedsteads,  bedding,  etc.,  were  supplied,  also  extra  washing  facilities 
installed,  to  raise  the  accommodation  to  505  beds.  During  the  evacuation, 
or  rather  the  reception,  period  when  a  number  of  expectant  mothers 
from  London  were  received  in  Northampton,  the  maternity  accommo¬ 
dation  was  extended  by  bringing  into  use  two  other  wards  for  maternity 
purposes.  Additional  equipment  for  this  department,  including  a  steam 
steriliser  for  bowls,  etc.,  was  supplied  by  the  Government.  This  steriliser 
was  purchased  later  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  by  an  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  redecoration  of  the  female 
infirmary  was  completed  during  the  year.  ( See  also  page  14). 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  There  were  thirty-four  notifications  of 
puerperal  pyrexia  which  included  fifteen  out-of-town  cases  not  notified 
in  their  own  areas.  Twenty-five  were  institutional  cases,  three  occurred 


40 


in  the  practices  of  doctors,  and  six  were  midwives’  cases.  Thirty-one 
were  treated  at  the  General  Hospital  and  two  at  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital. 
All  the  women  recovered  ;  two  were  evacuees.  The  attack-rate  was 
26-36  per  thousand  total  births.  The  corresponding  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  14-35.  For  the  second  successive  year,  the  rewere  no 
deaths  from  sepsis  or  other  puerperal  causes. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  Only  two  notifications  of  this  disease 
were  received,  the  same  number  as  in  1938.  Both  occurred  in  the 
practice  of  midwives.  One  was  treated  as  an  out-patient  at  the  Eye 
Department  of  the  General  Hospital.  Both  recovered  without  im¬ 
pairment  of  vision.  The  eye  discharges  were  examined  bacterioiogically 
and  both  were  reported  to  be  negative  to  Neisser’s  organism.  From  the 
date  of  onset  it  is  doubtful  if  either  was  a  true  case  of  ophthalmia,  neon¬ 
atorum.  It  is  many  years  since  we  had  to  record  any  impairment  of 
vision  following  an  attack  of  this  disease. 

Venereal  Diseases.  136  Borough  residents  received  treatment  for 
the  first  time  at  the  Special  Clinic  for  venereal  diseases  at  Northampton 
General  Hospital,  under  the  combined  scheme  worked  in  conjunction  with 
the  County  Councils  of  Northamptonshire  and  Buckinghamshire.  The 
classification  of  these  new  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


CONDITION. 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL. 

Syphilis  . 

20 

17 

37* 

Gonorrhoea  . 

35 

6 

41 

Other  than  Venereal  ...... 

29 

29 

58 

Totals  . 

84 

52 

136 

(*Sixteen  male  and  fifteen  female  syphilis  cases  were  of  more  than 
one  year’s  standing). 

From  the  returns  furnished  by  the  Senior  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Treatment  Centre  it  appears  that  nine  syphilis  (four  male  and  five 
female)  and  twenty-three  gonorrhoea  (twenty-two  male  and  one  female) 
patients,  including  persons  under  treatment  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  carried  out  the  full  courses  of  treatment  recommended  by  the 
specialists  in  charge  of  the  Clinic  and  were  discharged  after  final  tests 
of  cure. 

On  the  other  hand  thirteen  syphilis  patients  (ten  males  and  three 
females)  and  twelve  gonorrhoea  patients  (ten  males  and  two  females) 
ceased  attending  before  completion  of  treatment  or  before  final  tests  as 
to  cure  were  made. 

From  the  foregoing  figures  it  would  appear  that  there  was  a  slight 
increase  in  the  number  of  patients  who  attended  at  the  Clinic  for  the 
treatment  of  gonorrhoea,  but  as  I  said  in  my  report  last  year  this  does 
not  necessarily  mean  an  increase  of  new  infections.  War  is  said  to  cause 
a  rise  in  the  incidence  of  venereal  disease  in  the  country,  but  up  to  time 
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of  writing  there  had  not  been  sufficient  evidence  of  increase  to  cause  any 
alarm  or  to  lead  one  to  think  that  extra  treatment  clinics  were  necessary 
in  the  Borough. 

The  total  attendances  made  by  Borough  patients  at  the  out¬ 
patient  clinic  were  3,482  and  291  days  were  spent  in  hospital  by  patients. 

In  the  treatment  of  syphilis,  672  doses  of  approved  arsenobenzene 
compounds  (stabilarsan  or  sulfarsenol)  were  administered,  and  also 
1,284  doses  of  other  preparations. 

In  connection  with  the  scheme,  1,101  specimens  were  examined  by 
the  Pathologist  at  a  cost  of  £253  16s.  6d.  ;  663  specimens  were  on  behalf 
of  the  Treatment  Centre,  345  for  hospitals  and  other  institutions,  and  93 
for  local  practitioners. 

Owing  to  the  black-out  and  the  difficulty  of  travelling  it  was  found 
advisable  to  change  the  hours  for  holding  the  Clinic.  The  medical 
practitioners  in  the  Borough  were  notified  of  the  change  of  time  and  all 
public  notices  relating  to  the  Clinic  were  renewed  with  the  altered  times. 

The  Borough  Council  makes  an  annual  grant  of  £23  to  the  British 
Social  Hygiene  Council  for  propaganda  purposes. 

Two  deaths  were  certified  as  due  to  syphilis. 

Cancer.  My  annual  report  for  1930  (pages  47  to  49)  contained  a 
survey  of  the  cancer  problem  as  it  had  affected  Northampton  during  the 
past  forty  years.  I  do  not  think  much  advance  has  been  made  during  the 
last  ten  years  either  in  the  diagnosis  or  the  treatment  of  this  disease. 

By  the  Cancer  Act,  1939,  which  came  into  force  on  29th  March,  1939, 
each  local  authority  was  called  upon  to  formulate  a  scheme  for  the  better 
diagnosis  and  treatment  of  cancer,  which  was  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  not  later  than  29th  March,  1940.  The  outbreak  of 
hostilities  in  September,  1939,  caused  the  scheme  to  be  postponed,  and 
nothing  definite  was  done  regarding  it  up  to  time  of  writing,  as  it  is  felt 
we  have,  and  will  continue  to  have,  quite  enough  on  hand  to  occupy  our 
activities  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  Northampton  ascribed  to  cancer  during 
1939  was  133,  giving  a  death-rate  of  1-34,  while  for  England  and  Wales  it 
was  1-67. 

Table  16  (page  81)  classifies  the  deaths  since  1911  by  age  and  sex 
incidence  and  Table  17  according  to  the  part  of  the  body  principally 
affected  during  the  last  nine  years. 

Prevention  of  Blindness.  The  information  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  will  be  found  in  the  paragraph  headed  “  Blind 
Persons  ”  on  page  17. 

Tuberculosis.  The  report  of  the  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer, 
Dr.  N.  B.  Laughton,  the  twenty-first  of  the  series,  is  printed  as  Appendix 
I.  on  pages  47  to  60.  No  change  in  the  working  of  the  tuberculosis 
scheme  occurred  during  the  year. 
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The  military  authorities,  through  the  medical  boards,  make  use  of 
the  experience  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  in  the  examination  of  young  men 
called  up  for  service  in  the  forces  about  whom  there  is  suspicion  as  to  their 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.  I  think  this  is  a  very  sound  move,  as  one 
remembers  what  occurred  in  the  last  war  and  the  number  of  men  who  were 
invalided  out  of  the  Services  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  when  the 
diagnosis  was  incorrect.  The  facilities  for  making  a  correct  diagnosis 
were  not  then  so  great  as  they  are  now. 

The  total  tuberculosis  death-rate  in  Northampton  for  1939  was 
0-44  (respiratory  0-38  ;  other  forms  0-06),  which  compares  with  0-84 
for  1938  and  064  for  England  and  Wales.  This  is  easily  a  record,  the 
previous  lowest  rate  being  0-64  in  1936. 

Bacteriology.  No  change  was  made  in  the  arrangements  for  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  clinical  material,  water,  milk,  etc.,  as 
given  in  my  annual  report  for  1938,  page  59.  Table  18  (page  83) 
gives  particulars  of  clinical  bacteriology. 

Disinfection.  Table  15  (page  80)  shews  the  number  of  articles 
stoved  each  month  at  the  Disinfecting  Station,  St.  Andrew’s  Road. 
Owing  to  the  presence  of  so  many  evacuees  in  the  Town  and  to  other 
war-time  conditions,  a  certain  amount  of  disinfestation  of  clothing  and 
bedding  (something  hitherto  uncalled  for)  was  carried  out  at  St.  Andrew’s 
Road. 


VII.— MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

General  Remarks.  The  nineteenth  annual  report  of  the  Assist¬ 
ant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  on  the  work  of 
that  Department  will  be  found  in  Appendix  II.  on  pages  61  to  70. 

No  change  was  made  in  the  permanent  staff  of  the  Department 
during  the  year  beyond  the  resignation  of  Miss  E.  Lewis,  one  of  the 
health  visitors,  whose  position  was  filled  by  Mrs.  A.  M.  Walton,  who 
commenced  duty  on  1st  November. 

Infant  Mortality.  Again  we  are  able  to  record  a  low  infantile 
death-rate,  viz  : — 4T7  per  thousand  live  births  registered,  as  against 
50  for  England  and  Wales  and  53  for  the  great  towns.  This  rate  of 
4T7  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for  Northampton  with  the  exception  of 
39'9  in  1936.  The  statistics  since  1906,  when  240  infants  died  locally 
and  the  infant  mortality  vtas  120'9,  are  given  in  columns  10  and  11  of 
Table  A  (page  84).  The  fifty-two  infant  deaths  in  1939  are  classified 
by  cause  and  age  in  Table  D  at  the  end  of  this  volume. 
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Maternal  Mortality.  For  the  second  year  in  succession  we  had 
the  satisfaction  of  not  having  to  record  a  maternal  death.  The  period 
actually  covered  without  one  of  these  tragic  occurrences  extended  from 
October,  1937,  to  February,  1940,  and  provided  a  record  which  it  would 
be  somewhat  difficult  to  equal  in  a  town  of  this  size.  The  maternal 
mortality-rate  per  thousand  total  births  registered  for  England  and 
Wales  was  2'82  (sepsis  074  ;  other  puerperal  causes  2‘08). 

Toddlers.  Children  aged  from  one  to  five  years,  i.e.,  the  pre¬ 
school  age-group,  about  whose  care  particulars  were  given  in  my  later 
reports,  continued  to  receive  attention  from  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee  through  the  medium  of  the  health  visitors  and 
special  clinics. 

Mid  wives  Act,  1936.  In  my  last  two  annual  reports  will  be 
found  an  account  of  the  steps  taken  to  bring  into  operation  in  the  Borough 
the  Midwives  Act  of  1936  and  the  only  change  found  advisable  later. 

During  1939,  four  midwives  availed  themselves  of  the  provisions  of 
Section  5  of  the  Act  by  surrendering  their  certificates  and  accepting 
compensation  ;  they  received  £232  10s.,  £340,  £130,  and  £350  respectively. 
Their  names  were  removed  from  the  roll  of  practising  midwives  by  the 
Central  Midwives  Board.  It  will  be  recalled  that  two  midwives  surrend¬ 
ered  their  certificates  in  1938. 

With  the  reception  in  Northampton  of  a  large  number  of  expectant 
mothers  along  with  the  evacuees,  the  question  arose  as  to  whether  some 
or  all  of  these  midwives  should  be  brought  back  into  practice  to  cope  with 
this  big  influx.  It  was  eventually  decided  not  to  recall  any  of  them  and 
as  things  turned  out  they  were  not  required. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Minister  of  Health  had  not  made  an 
Order  under  Section  6  prohibiting  unqualified  persons  from  acting  as 
maternity  nurses  for  gain  within  the  Borough,  although  the  Town 
Council  made  application  in  October. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  Children.  No  change 
was  made  in  these  provisions,  which  were  described  on  page  18  of  my 
report  for  1930. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  seven  registered  nursing  homes 
in  the  Borough,  of  which  one  is  a  mixed  home  for  medical,  surgical, 
and  maternity  cases,  two  are  registered  for  maternity  only,  one  is  a  home 
for  mothers  and  babies,  and  three  are  registered  for  the  admission  of 
aged  and  infirm  persons.  ( See  also  page  65). 

Health  Visitors.  The  number  of  whole-time  health  visitors  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  seven  ( see  list  on  page  8). 

(See  also  paragraph  on  “  Home  Visitation  ”  on  page  62). 
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Child  Life  Protection.  The  health  visitors  continued  to  act  as 
child  protection  visitors,  visiting  children  up  to  the  age  of  nine  years 
who  are  maintained  for  gain  or  reward  by  persons  other  than  relatives. 
All  the  guardians  carried  out  their  duties  satisfactorily.  (Statistics 
appear  on  page  67). 

Dental  and  Orthopaedic  Treatment.  No  change  was  made 
regarding  this  work.  Particulars  of  the  schemes  have  been  given  in 
previous  reports  ;  see  also  paragraphs  on  pages  66  and  62  of  Dr. 
Bebbington’s  report. 

Otorrhoea,  etc.  Cases  of  otorrhoea  (ear  discharge)  occurring  in 
pre-school  children  are  treated  by  arrangement  at  the  School  Clinic.  The 
scheme  is  working  smoothly.  During  the  year,  seven  new  cases  attended, 
three  completed  treatment,  and  four  were  carried  over  to  1940  ;  sixteen 
attendances  were  made. 

It  was  unnecessary  to  refer  any  children  under  school  age  to  the 
Clinic  for  treatment  of  eye  conditions. 

Milk  for  Mothers  and  Children.  The  scheme  for  supplying  milk 
to  mothers  and  children  worked  satisfactorily  on  the  old  lines  described 
in  earlier  reports.  ( See  also  paragraph  on  “  Milk  ”  on  page  66). 

Evacuation  Scheme.  The  Government  evacuation  scheme,  as 
carried  through  on  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  the  early  days  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  affected  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  in  so  far  that  181 
women  were  received  in  the  Borough  who  were  expecting  to  have  babies 
within  a  month  of  arrival,  together  with  an  unknown  (but  probably  an 
equally  large)  number  who  were  each  expecting  a  baby  later.  The 
181  women  arrived  from  London  in  motor  buses  on  2nd  and  4th  September. 
They  were  received  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  St.  Giles’  Street,  where 
they  were  examined  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  E.  F. 
Bebbington),  Dr.  Emily  H.  Shaw,  and  Dr.  Elizabeth  Coles,  particulars 
being  recorded  by  the  health  visitors.  On  these  particulars  depended  the 
subsequent  destination  of  the  women,  i.e.,  to  a  billet  or  to  hospital, 
either  St.  John’s  Hospital,  Weston  Favell,  or  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital, 
Wellingborough  Road,  depending  upon  how  near  at  hand  was  the 
expected  confinement.  That  there  was  no  time  to  spare  in  some 
cases  was  proved  by  the  fact  the  babies  commenced  to  arrive  the  same 
night. 

When  it  was  first  decided  that  a  large  number  of  expectant  women 
were  to  be  evacuated  to  Northampton,  the  County  and  Borough  Medical 
Officers  began  to  look  about  for  some  building  which  might  be  turned 
into  or  improvised  as  a  maternity  home.  The  building  which  most  nearly 
filled  the  requirements  was  St.  John’s  Hospital,  commonly  known  as 
St.  John’s  Convalescent  Home,  situated  at  Weston  Favell  just  over 
the  Borough  boundary.  This  was  taken  over  by  an  arrangement 
between  the  County  Council  and  the  trustees  and  with  very  little  change 
or  additions  was  turned  into  a  maternity  home  with  accommodation 
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for  sixty-six  patients.  A  resident  medical  officer  was  installed,  the 
same  matron  (Miss  Edith  Clayton)  who  had  been  in  charge  for  many 
years  remained,  and  the  nursing  staff  (some  of  whom  accompanied  the 
women  from  London)  was  supplied  by  the  London  County  Council  or 
through  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  As  the  home  was  in  the  County 
the  arrangements  came  under  the  County  Medical  Officer,  and  all  must 
agree  they  worked  very  satisfactorily.  Provision  had  also  been  made 
for  extending  the  maternity  department  at  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital,  where 
extra  wards  in  the  female  infirmary  were  allotted  to  this  work  ;  the 
number  of  beds  thus  available  was  increased  from  five  to  twenty-three. 
Medical  and  non-medical  equipment  was  obtained  with  the  sanction  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  to  enable  us  to  cope  with  a  much  increased 
number  of  patients.  Here  again,  extra  staff  was  obtained  through  the 
good  offices  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

The  great  difficulty  in  connection  with  this  part  of  the  evacuation 
scheme  was  in  obtaining  billets  for  the  women  both  before  and  after 
confinement.  There  is  a  vast  difference  between  saying  “  the  women 
will  be  confined  in  institutions  but  billeted  in  private  houses  before  and 
after  confinement  ”  and  finding  householders  willing  to  accept  them, 
especially  when  one  considers  the  large  proportion  of  these  immigrants 
who  were  of  a  class  not  frequently  seen  in  Northampton.  So  much  was 
this  the  case  that  some  of  the  women  had  to  be  accommodated  both  at 
St.  John’s  and  St.  Edmund’s  until  private  billets  could  be  obtained  for 
them.  The  situation  was  eased  to  some  extent  in  that  after  they 
were  able  to  get  up  at  the  end  of  fourteen  days  a  large  number  of  the 
women  went  straight  back  to  London  and  have  not  since  been  heard  of. 
So  much  was  this  the  case  that  the  number  of  motor  cars  coming  from 
London  on  Sundays  to  take  these  women  back  became  quite  a  feature 
in  the  village  of  Weston  Lavell.  165  women  were  confined  in  St.  John’s 
Hospital  and  twenty-six  in  St.  Edmund’s,  also  five  in  Barratt  Maternity 
Home,  without  any  maternal  death. 

In  addition  to  the  181  women  who  came  by  the  special  buses,  an 
unknown  number  of  expectant  mothers  arrived  amongst  the  general 
exodus  from  London.  These  were  not  such  urgent  cases  as  the  before- 
mentioned  and  allowed  for  time  to  settle  down.  Some  of  them  returned 
to  have  their  babies  in  London  whilst  others  remained  and  had  not  been 
admitted  to  St.  Edmund’s  up  to  time  of  writing.  St.  John’s  was  closed 
on  23rd  December,  but  was  left  in  such  a  condition  as  to  be  ready  for 
occupation  should  a  sudden  emergency  arise. 

Considering  the  number  of  women  received  (181  in  two  days)  and 
the  type  of  many  of  them,  I  consider  the  whole  scheme  worked  very  well 
and  reflected  credit  on  all  who  took  part  in  it. 

Besides  the  expectant  mothers,  2,882  children  under  five  years  of  age 
came  to  the  Borough  and  as  these  required  to  be  visited  in  their  billets 
and  advised  to  attend  at  the  infant  welfare  clinics,  a  considerable  amount 
of  extra  work  fell  on  the  staff,  to  cope  with  which  two  health 
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visitors  were  supplied  by  the  Willesden  Authorities  and  were  still  with 
us  at  time  of  writing. 

Voluntary  Workers.  A  large  amount  of  useful  work  continues 
to  be  carried  out  by  the  Northampton  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare 
Voluntary  Association,  an  account  of  which  is  given  in  the  report  of  the 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  on  page  63. 


See  Appendix  III.  (page  71)  for  the  usual  statistical  tables  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health's  report. 

Appendix  1 .  (page  47)  deals  with  the  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Depart¬ 
ment  and  Appendix  II .  (page  61)  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Department. 
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APPENDIX  I. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CLINICAL  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1939 


Health  Clinic, 

2,  Hazelwood  Road, 

Northampton. 
May,  1940. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  anti-tuberculosis  scheme  for  the 
year  1939. 

Your  obedient  -Servant, 

N.  B.  LAUGHTON. 

Notifications.  During  the  year,  93  persons  were  notified  as  suffering 
from  tuberculosis.  Of  these,  72  were  pulmonary  and  21  non-pulmonary. 
This  is  a  reduction  on  last  year’s  figures. 

The  disposal  of  notified  patients  is  shewn  in  Table  T7  (page  59)  and 
their  age  groups  in  Table  T8  (page  60). 

Deaths,  The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death-rates  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  per  thousand  of  the  population  in  1939  were  as  follow  — 

No.  of  Death- 
Deaths.  rates. 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis  .  38  0-38 

Other  Forms  .  6  0-06 

Totals  . 44  0-44 


This  is  the  lowest  death-rate  so  far  recorded.  On  the  two  preced¬ 
ing  years  it  had  risen,  the  total  death-rate  for  1938  being  0‘84.  The  fall 
in  1939,  however,  more  than  compensates  for  this  rise,  falling  below 
what  might  have  been  expected  from  the  steady  decline  of  previous  years. 

The  total  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  last  year  was  0'64 
(respiratory  0  54  ;  other  forms  O’ 10). 

Revision  of  Register.  Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1930,  the  names  of  twenty  notified  persons  were  removed 
from  the  register  in  1939,  made  up  as  follows  — 

(a)  Ten  in  whom  the  diagnosis  had  not  been  established,  and 

( b )  Ten  where  the  patient  had  attained  a  condition  which  might 
be  regarded  as  recovered. 
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Particulars  of  the  cases  were  submitted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  who  decided  as  to  their  suitability  for  deletion  under  one  of  these 
groups. 

On  31st  December,  1939,  there  were  574  cases  on  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health’s  register,  428  being  pulmonary  and  146  non-pulmonary. 

X-ray  Examinations.  Radiography  continues  to  be  of  inestimable 
value  in  clinical  and  hospital  work.  Since  the  installation  of  the  X-ray 
plant  early  in  1932  this  part  of  the  work  has  increased  appreciably  year  by 
year.  In  1939  screen  examinations  numbered  836  and  383  photographs 
were  taken,  a  total  of  1,219  examinations.  Investigation  by  this  means 
is  used  constantly  in  the  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis,  in  its  differentiation 
from  other  conditions,  in  assessing  the  most  suitable  treatment  and 
observing  its  results,  and  in  the  control  of  treatment  by  artificial  pneumo¬ 
thorax.  It  often  enables  tuberculosis  to  be  detected  at  the  vital  stage 
when  clinical  signs  are  still  absent,  or  definitely  excludes  it,  in  either 
case  dispensing  with  a  period  of  observation. 

Artificial  Pneumothorax.  Artificial  pneumothorax,  the  success 
of  which  depends  chiefly  on  its  application  under  careful  clinical  and 
X-ray  control  to  suitably  selected  patients,  deservedly  stands  well  above 
any  other  form  of  special  treatment.  Its  value  has  been  enhanced  by  the 
eliminating  test  of  time.  Fifty  patients  received  this  treatment  at 
Welford  Road  Hospital  and  at  the  Health  Clinic  during  1939,  a  consider¬ 
ably  higher  number  than  in  any  previous  year.  Inductions  and  refills 
numbered  1,001,  a  33  per  cent,  increase  on  those  of  1938.  This  repre¬ 
sents  an  average  of  20  injections  per  patient.  A  full  collapse  of  the  lung 
existed  in  48  per  cent,  of  the  cases,  a  satisfactory  partial  collapse  in  46 
per  cent.,  and  in  6  per  cent,  it  was  poor.  Treatment  was  discontinued  in 
13  instances  for  various  reasons.  In  6  of  these  its  successful  completion 
had  been  reached,  in  3  obliteration  of  the  pleural  cavity  by  adhesions 
occurred,  2  patients  moved  to  other  areas  and  2  were  stopped  owing  to 
extension  of  the  disease  to  the  other  lung.  Ten  patients  (20  per  cent.) 
had  pleural  effusion  during  the  year,  but  with  little  or  no  apparent 
detriment  to  their  progress.  In  3  cases  only  was  the  clinical  condition 
unsatisfactory. 

The  good  results  of  artificial  pneumothorax  may  be  indicated  by 
considering  the  working  capacity  of  patients  and  by  the  effect  of  treat¬ 
ment  on  sputum.  At  the  end  of  the  year  30  {i.e.,  60  per  cent.)  were  fit 
for  remunerative  work,  or  (in  the  case  of  women)  ordinary  housework. 
Twenty  (40  per  cent.)  were  still  unfit  for  it.  This  last  group,  however, 
included  those  still  in  an  early  stage  of  treatment,  either  in  hospital  or 
recently  discharged,  and  it  is  expected  that  most  of  these  will  ultimately 
regain  a  reasonably  good  working  capacity. 

Nearly  four-fifths  of  the  patients  treated  had  already  passed  beyond 
the  first  stage  of  the  disease.  Twenty-two  per  cent,  were  classed  as  early, 
72  per  cent,  intermediate,  and  6  per  cent,  advanced.  Nevertheless  the  effect 
on  the  sputum  is  noteworthy,  it  being  remembered  that  the  persistence 
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of  tubercle  bacilli  is  a  determining  factor  of  importance  in  a  patient’s 
future  outlook.  Two  patients  out  of  the  50  treated  had  no  tubercle  bacilli 
to  start  with  in  the  sputum,  which  ultimately  disappeared.  Of  the  48 
others  who  originally  had  tubercle  bacilli  present,  44  had  no  sputum  at 
the  end  of  the  year  or  (seven  cases)  sputum  which  was  tubercle  free.  Such 
results  should  be  considered  in  relation  to  the  after-history  of  the 
average  patient  who  has  not  the  advantage  of  pneumothorax  treatment. 

Extra  Nourishment.  The  provision  of  extra  nourishment  is  a 
measure  intended  to  help  maintain  the  condition  of  patients  and  prevent 
the  relapse  which  might  follow  poor  nutrition  and  a  lowered  resistance. 
The  tuberculous  person  suffers  from  a  wasting  disease  and  so  needs  more 
than  the  sustenance  sufficient  to  keep  others  in  good  health.  During  the 
past  year,  71  grants  were  made  of  butter,  milk  and  eggs  for  periods  of 
three  months,  and  39  patients  received  this  benefit. 

Park  Workers.  Under  the  existing  scheme  men  do  light  work  in 
the  Corporation  parks  for  25  hours  a  week,  and  one  woman  is  employed 
in  the  Transport  Parcels  Department.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  one 
woman  and  ten  men  were  so  employed.  The  health  of  three  broke  down 
to  such  an  extent  that  they  had  to  come  off  the  scheme.  Four  others 
were  off  work  with  illness  for  varying  periods.  One  man  was  taken  on, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  employed  was  eight  men  and  one 
woman. 

Housing.  The  great  importance  of  housing  as  a  means  of  maintain¬ 
ing  health  and  preventing  the  occurrence  of  tuberculosis  has  been  em¬ 
phasised  in  former  reports.  The  benefits  are  apt  to  be  overlooked 
because  they  are  not  obvious  or  recordable  in  the  statistical  sense.  It 
may  be  said  with  assurance,  however,  that  among  the  contacts  of  patients 
with  pulmonary  tuberculosis  living  in  municipal  houses,  the  likelihood  of 
succumbing  to  the  disease  is,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  much  less  than  in 
their  previous  homes.  In  December,  1939,  the  number  of  tuberculous 
persons  living  in  Council  houses  was  160.  Further  improvement  could 
be  effected,  however,  by  collaboration  between  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Committees  so  as  to  make  the  tenancy  of  Council  houses  by 
tuberculous  families  subject  to  such,  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the 
latter  as  would  best  serve  the  interests  of  patients  and  public.  A 
system  of  supervision  of  this  kind  has  been  tried  elsewhere  with  success. 
It  need  involve  no  undesirable  restrictions  on  those  who  are  well-inten¬ 
tioned,  and  would  ensure  some  control  over  the  small  but  dangerous 
minority  who  ignore  precautions  and  advice. 

Care  Work.  The  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  of  the  greatest  assistance.  A  separate  report  on  its  work  is 
issued  by  the  Honorary  Secretary,  Miss  I.  M.  Chick.  Over  £250  were 
spent  in  providing  food,  clothing  and  Christmas  parcels  and  in 
affording  assistance  in  various  ways  to  households  in  need.  The 
war  has  meant  a  depletion  in  funds.  But  war  conditions  mean  for  the 
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tuberculous  an  extra  strain,  especially  in  the  matcer  of  diet,  and  unless 
every  effort  is  made  to  give  the  necessary  support,  there  must  follow  an 
increase  in  mortality  and  in  opportunities  for  infection.  This  happened 
in  the  last  war,  and  it  would  be  false  economy  to  do  other  than  prevent, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  breakdown  of  those  who  have  little  or  nothing  to 
spare  in  the  way  of  resistance  against  the  stress  of  the  times. 

Health  Clinic.  Over  two  years  ago  the  limit  was  reached  when  the 
work  of  the  Health  Clinic  could  be  carried  out  efficiently  with  the  existing 
staff.  It  remains  the  same  as  in  1914,  when  the  Tuberculosis  Depart¬ 
ment  was  set  up,  and  consists  of  one  medical  officer,  one  nurse  and  one 
clerk.  The  need  for  further  assistance  may  be  shewn  by  the  increase  of 
work  in  certain  directions  during  the  past  dozen  years  : — 

A  70  per  cent,  increase  in  attendances. 

3J  times  the  number  of  patients  sent  for  diagnosis. 

Over  four  times  the  number  of  consultations  with  doctors. 

Double  the  number  of  beds  occupied  at  Welford  Road  Hospital. 

Examination  of  recruits  for  national  service  is  a  recent  addition  to  the 
clinic  work. 

X-ray  work  commenced  in  1932  and  418  examinations  were  carried 
out  that  year.  Last  year  the  figure  had  risen  to  1,219. 

Artificial  pneumothorax  treatment,  made  possible  by  the  installation 
of  X-rays,  rose  from  23  inductions  and  refills  in  1932  to  1,001 
last  year.  This  treatment  occupies  more  than  two  half-days  a 
week  at  the  Clinic  and  is  also  carried  out  at  the  Hospital. 

As  a  result  the  work  has  had  to  be  not  only  rushed  at  times  but 
seriously  curtailed,  there  has  been  no  opportunity  for  review  of  case  records 
and  for  making  practical  use  of  such  a  survey,  nor  for  useful  extension 
of  the  work.  Visits  of  the  medical  officer  and  nurse  have  had  to  be 
reduced  very  much,  and  this  reduced  supervision  cannot  but  have  an 
adverse  effect  on  the  anti-tuberculosis  work.  To  carry  it  out  efficiently 
there  is  required  part-time  medical  assistance  for  at  least  two  half-days  a 
week  throughout  the  year  and  full-time  help  during  the  holiday  period 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer  ;  also 
the  help  of  a  nurse  for  two  half-days  a  week  and  further  clerical  assist¬ 
ance. 

A  summary  of  the  work  at  the  Health  Clinic  is  given  below  : — 


Attendances  :■ — 

Total  number  .  2,177 

Patients  attending  : — 

Males  .  345 

Females  .  354 

-  699 

Average  number  of  attendances  per  patient  .  3-1 

Contacts  : — 

Total  number  of  examinations  .  121 

Individuals  examined  .  102 

Of  these,  3  were  subsequently  notified. 
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Examinations  for  diagnosis  at  request  of  general  practitioners  — 


Total  number  of  examinations  . . .  317 

Individuals  examined  .  230 

41  of  these  were  found  to  have  active  tuberculosis. 

Visits  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  patients  and  their  homes  .  .  178 


Tuberculosis  Visitor.  Visits  made  by  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse 


were  as  follow  : — 

Investigation  in  cases  of : — 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  .  57 

Other  forms  . . 19 

Deaths  .  4 

80 

Re-visits  and  other  investigations  .  504 


Total 


584 


In  addition  to  these  investigations,  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse  attended 
at  all  clinics  and  assisted  in  special  treatment  (e.g.,  artificial  pneumo¬ 
thorax)  carried  out  there. 

Laboratory  Examinations.  The  results  of  laboratory  examin¬ 
ations  carried  out  at  the  Clinic  (including  those  of  specimens  from 


Welford  Road  Hospital)  are  given  below  : — 

Cases  investigated  .  381 

Results  of  bacteriological  examinations  for  tubercle 
bacilli  in  sputum,  urine,  etc.  : — 

Positive  .  Ill 

Negative  .  371 

- -  482 

X-ray  Examinations  : — 

Films  .  383 

Screenings  .  836 

- 1,219 

Artificial  Pneumothorax  : — 

Refills  .  1,001 

Patients  treated  .  50 


Welford  Road  Hospital.  The  accommodation  at  Welford  Road 
Hospital  was  not  utilised  as  fully  as  usual.  This  was  partly  due  to  the 
war  emergency  in  September.  The  average  number  of  occupied  beds 
was  23-5.  Treatment  is  based  on  the  fundamental  principles  of  physical 
and  mental  rest  carried  out  under  healthy  open-air  conditions  with  an 
ample  and  nutritious  diet.  Experience  has  shewn  that  with  very  few 
exceptions,  a  period  of  prolonged  rest  at  the  commencement  of  treatment 
is  essential  as  a  basis  for  good  recovery,  whether  or  not  any  therapeutic 
measure  of  a  special  kind  is  adopted.  Progress  is  regulated  by  clinical 
data  and  findings,  investigation  of  sputum,  blood,  etc.,  and  by  X-ray 
examination.  As  the  last  entails  bringing  patients  by  ambulance  to  the 
Health  Clinic  it  cannot  be  exercised  as  far  as  is  desirable.  Of  subsidiary 
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methods  of  treatment  artificial  pneumothorax  has  first  place  ( see  page 
48).  Special  attention  is  devoted  to  the  educational  aspect  of  treatment, 
as  this  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  maintenance  of  health  after 
discharge,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  encourage  the  patients’  co-operation 
and  stimulate  their  interest  in  the  process  of  regaining  health.  The 
mental  attitude  of  patients  to  the  disease,  and  to  the  circumstances  re¬ 
sulting  from  it,  is  a  factor  that  often  seriously  influences  recovery  and 
requires  re-orientation  in  the  early  stages  of  treatment.  It  is  countered 
by  the  giving  of  individual  instruction  and  of  lectures  once  a  month.  Ill- 
effects  are  apt  to  follow  discouragement  and  introspection,  and  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  adequate  indoor  and  outdoor  recreation  for  those  able  for  it 
must  be  regarded  as  needful  from  the  point  of  view  of  treatment.  Last 
summer  the  hospital  was  greatly  helped  in  this  respect  by  a  generous 
gift  of  money  from  the  Bechet’s  Park  Bowling  League.  This  made 
possible  the  purchase  of  a  cine  projector  and  throughout  the  winter  films 
were  shewn  once  a  week  in  the  wards.  This  has  been  appreciated  especially 
by  bed  patients  unable  to  make  use  of  the  recreation  hut.  Other  friends, 
with  like  generosity,  have  given  unsparingly  of  their  time  and  effort  in 
arranging  concerts. 

Yet  once  again  must  be  pointed  out  the  fact  that  the  accommodation 
for  nurses  and  domestics  remains,  as  it  has  been  for  many  years,  most 
inadequate  and  below  the  present-day  standard.  There  is  lacking  that 
comfort  and  privacy,  the  opportunity  for  relaxation  and  detachment 
when  off  duty,  which  is  due  to  the  nursing  profession.  Especially  is  this 
needful  when  the  social  amenities  of  a  large  institution  are  absent,  and 
when  the  shortage  of  nurses  makes  it  difficult  to  maintain  an  efficient 
staff.  Moreover,  nurses  cannot  be  expected  to  stay  when  so  much  better 
living  conditions  are  offered  them  elsewhere. 

A  summary  is  given  below  of  particulars  respecting  the  treatment  of 
patients  at  Welford  Road  Hospital : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Remaining  at  end  of  1938  . 

10 

18 

28 

Admitted  . . 

24 

30 

54 

Treated  . . 

34 

48 

82 

Discharged  . 

21 

36 

57 

Died  . 

3 

2 

5 

Remaining  at  end  of  1939  . 

10 

10 

20 

On  September  1st  the  hospital  was 

evacuated 

on  account 

of  the 

war  emergency.  A  fortnight  later  it  was  re-opened  to  carry  on  again  the 
treatment  of  tuberculosis,  and  almost  all  the  patients  returned.  Some 
patients  discharged  temporarily  at  this  time  terminated  their  treatment 
later  in  the  year  ;  others  were  still  in  hospital  under  treatment  at  the  end 
of  it.  For  statistical  purposes  the  table  given  above  shews  all  admissions 
and  discharges,  inclusive  of  those  in  the  September  emergency.  There 
is  accordingly  an  unusual  discrepancy  between  these  numbers  and  the 
actual  number  of  patients  to  whom  they  refer. 
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The  results  of  treatment  of  those  discharged  are  computed  most 
fairly  by  ignoring  the  short  temporary  absence  of  patients  in  September 
(some  of  whom  had  recently  been  admitted)  unless  at  that  time  their 
treatment  was  completed  and  they  did  not  return.  The  results  tabulated 
below  are  obtained  on  this  basis.  There  is  excluded  also  one  patient 
admitted  for  a  short  period  to  the  Barratt  Maternity  Home  and  one  whose 
stay  in  hospital  was  less  than  28  days.  The  discharged  patients,  thus 


considered,  numbered  39. 

Condition  on  discharge  : — 

Ouiescent  . .  6 

Much  improved  .  19 

Improved  .  9 

No  material  improvement  .  3 

Declining  .  2 

Average  number  of  days  in  hospital  .  209  (7  months) 

Average  gain  in  weight  .  14  lbs. 

Highest  weight  gained  .  34  lbs. 

Three  lost  weight  to  a  slight  extent.  Two  were  not  weighed. 

Ages  of  patients  .  16  to  63 

Result  of  sputum  examinations  for  tubercle  bacilli : — 

Admitted  with  sputum  T.B. 4-  .  21 

Number  of  these  discharged  with  sputum  T.B.+  ....  13 

Number  of  these  discharged  with  T.B. —  or  no  sputum  .  .  8 

Admitted  with  sputum  T.B. —  or  no  sputum .  18 

Number  of  these  discharged  with  sputum  T.B. —  or  no 

sputum  .  18 

Number  of  these  discharged  with  sputum  T.B.  -f-  .  0 

Artificial  pneumothorax  treatment  : — 

Patients  treated  in  hospital  .  12 

Number  of  inductions  and  refills  .  239 


Creaton  Sanatorium.  Below  are 
patients  treated  at  Creaton  Sanatorium 

the  data  with  reference 
in  1939  — 

Males.  Females. 

to  the 

Total. 

Remaining  at  end  of  1938  . 

11 

5 

16 

Admitted  . 

15 

8 

23 

Treated  . 

26 

13 

39 

Discharged  . 

20 

6 

26 

Died  . 

1 

1 

2 

Remaining  at  end  of  1939  . 

5 

6 

11 

Condition  on  discharge  : — 

Quiescent  . 

5 

Much  improved  . 

13 

Improved  . . 

6 

Worse  . 

2 
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Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital.  Particulars  of  cases  treated 
at  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital  and  Shipman  Convalescent  Home  are 
as  follow  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Remaining  at  end  of  1938  . 

.  8 

5 

13 

Admitted  . 

.  2 

6 

8 

Treated  . 

.  10 

11 

21 

Discharged  . 

.  5 

6 

11 

Died  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

Remaining  at  end  of  1939  . 

.  4 

4 

8 

Condition  on  discharge  : — 

Arrested  . . 

1 

Quiescent  . 

6 

Improved  . 

3 

No  material  improvement  . . 

1 

Other  Institutions.  Two  patients  were  maintained  at  Lord 
Mayor  Treloar’s  Cripples’  Hospital,  Alton  ;  one  at  Children’s  Convales¬ 
cent  Home,  Broadstairs  ;  one  at  Fairlight  Sanatorium,  Hastings  ;  one 
at  Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  Exmouth  ;  one  at  Royal  Sea  Bathing 
Hospital,  Margate  ;  two  at  the  Leonard  Stewart  Foster  Home,  Otham  ; 
and  one  at  Burrow  Hill  Sanatorium  Colony,  Frimley.  One  went  privately 
to  the  Victoria  Home  for  Invalid  Children,  Margate. 

Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1925.  It  was  not  necessary  to  take 
any  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925,  which  relate  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  There  was  no  case  of  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  under  Section 
172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


55 


Table  Tl.  Northampton,  1939. 


Tuberculosis.  Classification  of  New  Cases. 


CLASSIFICATION. 

NOTIFIED 

CASES. 

DEATHS  OF  CASES 

NOT  NOTIFIED. 

M. 

F. 

TOTAL. 

M. 

F. 

TOTAL. 

Pulmonary  : — 

Lung  and  Pleura  . 

38 

33 

71 

2 

1 

3 

Larynx  . 

1 

1 

39 

33 

72* 

2 

1 

3* 

Meninaes  and  Rrain . 

3 

3 

Peritoneum  and  Intestines 

— 

2 

2 

_ 

1 

1 

Bones  and  Joints  . 

1 

4 

5 

Cervical  Glands  . 

2 

2 

4 

Other  Organs  . 

1 

6 

7 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  . 

43 

50 

93 

2 

3 

5 

*A  total  of  75  fresh  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


Table  T2.  Northampton,  1939. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Investigations.  Duration  of  Illness. 


PERIOD. 

NOTIFIED 

CASES. 

DEATHS  OF 

CASES  NOT 

NOTIFIED. 

TOTAL. 

Under  6  months  . 

34 

1 

35 

Over  6  months  and  under  1  year 

12 

2 

14 

Over  1  year  and  under  2  years 

8 

— 

8 

Over  2  years  and  under  3  years 

4 

— 

4 

Over  3  years  and  under  4  years 

1 

— 

1 

Over  4  years  and  under  5  years 

— 

— 

— 

Over  5  years  . . 

4 

— 

4 

Unascertained  . . 

9 

- — - 

9 

Totals  . 

72 

3 

75 
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Table  T3.  Northampton,  1939. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Investigations.  Sex  and  State. 


MALES. 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL. 

Single . 

21 

22 

43 

Married  . 

16 

10 

26 

Widowed  . 

1 

2 

3 

Unascertained  . 

3 

— • 

3 

Totals  . 

41 

34 

75 

Table  T4.  Northampton,  1939. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Investigations.  Degree  of  Home 

Isolation  Found. 


MALES. 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL. 

Number  having  separate  Bedrooms 

21 

10 

31 

Number  having  separate  Beds  only 

1 

2 

3 

Number  having  no  Isolation  .... 

6 

9 

15 

Number  in  Institutions . . 

7 

7 

14 

Unascertained  . . 

6 

6 

12 

Totals  . 

41 

34 

75 
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Table  T5.  Northampton,  1939. 

Tuberculosis  Deaths.  Period  elapsing  between  Notification 

and  Death. 


PERIOD  BETWEEN  NOTIFICATION 

AND  DEATH. 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL. 

(1)  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : — 
Not  notified  . 

2 

1 

3 

One  month  . 

3 

1 

4 

1 — 6  months  . 

5 

— 

5 

6 — 12  months  . 

2 

2 

4 

12 — -18  months  . 

3 

2 

5 

18 — 24  months  . 

— 

1 

1 

2 — 3  years  . 

3 

2 

5 

3 — -4  years  . 

2 

— 

2 

4 — 5  years  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

5  years  and  over  . 

5 

3 

8 

Totals  . 

26 

12 

38 

(2)  Tuberculosis  other  than 
Pulmonary  :  — 

Not  notified  . 

1 

1 

One  month  . 

— 

2 

2 

1 — 6  months  . 

•  1 

1 

2 

6 — 12  months  . 

1 

— 

1 

12  months  and  over  . 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

2 

4 

6 

See  footnote  to  Table  T8. 
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Table  T6.  Northampton,  1939. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Occupational  Incidence  and  Mortality. 


OCCUPATION. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths 

Registered 

Shoe  Operatives  : — 
(a)  Clicker  . 

2 

2 

(b)  Laster  . 

2 

— 

(c)  Finisher  . 

3 

2 

(d)  Roughstuff  and 
Pressman  .... 

1 

(e)  Warehouse  and 
General  .... 

2 

2 

(/)  Female  Worker 

6 

5 

15 

12 

Actress  . 

1 

_ 

Army  Pensioner 

• — • 

1 

Barber  . 

1 

Beer  Bottler 

1 

Billiard  Hall 

Attendant  . . 

1 

Butcher 

1 

2 

Carpenter  . .  . 

1 

Chain  Store 

Manager  . 

_ 

1 

Clerk  . 

5 

4 

Clothing  Machinist  .  . 

1 

1 

Decorator  . 

1 

Dispenser  . 

1 

Draughtsman  .... 

1 

Domestic  Servant  .  . 

2 

- - 

Engineer  . 

3 

2 

Fruiterer  . 

— 

1 

Gas  Inspector  .... 

1 

- 

General  Dealer  .... 

r 

1 

OCCUPATION. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths  | 

Registered 

Grocer  . 

2 

— 

Housewife  . 

10 

3 

Labourer  . 

2 

2 

Leather  Dresser 

1 

— 

Librarian  . 

1 

- — - 

Loco.  Fireman  .  .  .  . 

1 

— 

Lorry  Driver  .  .  .  . 

1 

— • 

Licensed  Hawker  .  . 

— 

1 

Music  Hall  Artist 

— 

1 

Nurse  . 

2 

— 

Park  Attendant 

1 

Plumber  . 

1 

— 

Porter  . 

1 

— 

Salesman  . 

1 

1 

School  Child  . 

3 

1 

Shop  Assistant  .... 

4 

2 

Student  . 

1 

Toy  Maker  . 

2 

— 

Van  Bov  . 

1 

No  Occupation  .... 

3 

— 

Not  Ascertained 

3 

— 

Totals  . 

75 

38 

59 


Table  T7.  Northampton,  1939. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Disposal  of  Notified  Cases. 


CLASSIFICATION. 

NUMBER. 

PER 

CENT. 

Received  Residential  Treatment  at  : — - 

Creaton  Sanatorium  . 18 

Welford  Road  Hospital  . 26 

Both  Creaton  Sanatorium  and  Welford 

52 

r 

j 

7 

72*2 

Road  Hospital  .  1 

Northampton  General  Hospital  . . 6 

Burrow  Hill  Sanatorium  Colony  .  1 

Residential  Treatment  not  considered  necessary. . 

9-7 

Refused  Residential  Treatment . 

6 

8-3 

Too  ill  for  removal  . 

5 

6*9 

Removed  from  area . 

2 

2*9 

Totals  . 

72 

100-0 
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Table  T8.  Northampton,  1939. 


Tuberculosis.  Age  Groups  for  New  Cases  and  Deaths. 


AGE  PERIODS. 

NEW 

CASES. 

DEATHS. 

PULMONARY. 

NON- 

PULMONARY. 

PULMONARY. 

NON- 

PULMONARY. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

1-5  years  .  .  .  . 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

— - 

■ — - 

— 

5-10  years 

1 

— 

1 

5 

1 

— 

— 

1 

10-15  years 

3 

1 

— 

2 

— ■ 

— - 

— 

— 

15-20  years  .  . 

6 

4 

1 

2 

5 

3 

— 

20-25  years  .  . 

7 

15 

— 

3 

1 

4 

— 

1 

25-35  years  .  . 

10 

5 

1 

4 

5 

4 

— 

2 

35-45  years  .  . 

7 

4 

— 

1 

5 

1 

i 

■ — • 

45-55  years  .  . 

1 

2 

— 

1 

6 

— 

— 

55-65  years 

4 

2 

- — 

1 

3 

— ■ 

1 

- — 

65  and  upwards 

2 

1 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— ■ 

• — ■ 

Totals  .... 

41 

34 

4 

19 

26 

12 

2 

4 

Three  (7*9  per  cent.)  of  the  thirty-eight  deaths  from  tuberculosis  of 
the  respiratory  system  and  one  (16*7  per  cent.)  of  the  six  deaths  from 
other  forms  of  tuberculosis  were  of  cases  not  notified.  Reference  should 
also  be  made  to  Table  T5. 


See  also  remarks  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  pages  41  and  42 
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APPENDIX  II. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR 
MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  report  on  the  maternity  and  child  welfare 
work  in  the  Borough  for  the  year  1939. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  F.  BEBBINGTON. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre, 

Dychurch  Lane,  Northampton. 

May,  1940. 

Staff.  The  permanent  staff  of  the  Department  consists  of  one 
Assistant  Medical  Officer,  seven  health  visitors,  and  two  clerks.  Their 
time  is  wholly  devoted  to  work  connected  with  maternity  and  child 
welfare.  The  only  change  in  personnel  was  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
Miss  E.  Lewis,  one  of  the  health  visitors,  who  was  replaced  by  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Walton  as  from  1st  November. 

Infant  Mortality.  The  number  of  infant  deaths  was  fifty-two, 
four  less  than  in  1938.  The  infant  mortality-rate  was  4T7  per  thousand 
live  births  registered,  which  is  below  the  current  rate  of  50  for  England 
and  Wales  ( see  Table  Ml,  page  68)  and  is  the  lowest  locally  with  one 
exception,  viz: — 399  in  1936. 

Premature  birth  again  accounted  for  the  greatest  number  of  infant 
deaths  ;  twenty  infants  died  owing  to  prematurity,  three  more  than  in 
1938. 

The  infant  deaths  are  classified  by  cause  in  Table  M2  (page  68)  and 
in  more  detail  according  to  cause  and  age  in  Table  D  at  the  end  of  this 
volume. 

Notification  of  Births.  The  birth-rate  for  1939  was  12-3,  com¬ 
pared  with  12-5  for  1938  and  150  for  England  and  Wales. 

1,190  live  births  and  forty-three  stillbirths  were  registered.  1,666 
live  births  and  ninety-two  stillbirths  were  notified,  making  a  total  of 
1 ,758  {see  Table  M3,  page  68) .  Table  M4  shews  the  sources  of  notification. 

1,224  births  were  investigated  by  the  health  visitors  ;  fifteen  of  these 
were  non-notified  and  eighteen  evacuees.  They  also  visited  sixty-eight 
other  births  but  no  information  was  available  ;  this  figure  includes  thirty- 
six  evacuees.  The  remaining  births  occurred  either  in  larger  houses, 
or  the  mothers,  resident  outside  the  Borough,  came  into  the  Town  for  their 
confinements  and  returned  home  later. 
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Investigation  disclosed  that  seventy-six  babies  were  born  pre¬ 
maturely,  ten  more  than  in  1938. 

Stillbirths.  The  number  of  stillbirths  notified  was  ninety-two, 
thirty  more  than  last  year.  Fifty-one  of  the  ninety-two  were  County 
cases,  born  and  notified  in  the  Borough. 

Forty-one  stillbirths  were  investigated  by  the  health  visitors,  who 
also  visited  one  which  was  non-notified.  Stillbirths  in  1939  were  more 
prevalent  amongst  primiparce.  One  only  of  the  forty-two  stillbirths 
was  due  to  twin  pregnancy.  This  was  a  case  of  pregnancy  in  a  primipara. 
Seventeen  stillbirths  were  premature.  Three  of  the  forty-two  were 
illegitimate. 

Home  Visitation. 


Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  : — 

First  Visits  . 243 

Total  Visits  .  483 

Visits  to  Children  under  One  Year  of  Age  : — 

First  Visits  .  1,233 

Total  Visits  .  6,543 

Visits  to  Children  from  One  to  Five  Years  of  Age  : — 

Total  Visits  .  9,446 


The  health  visitors  paid  17,411  visits  during  1939.  This  number 
includes  all  the  visits  enumerated  above  and  also  extra  visits,  viz  : — 
to  houses  where  a  stillbirth  had  occurred  or  a  baby  under  one  year  had 
died,  and  to  all  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia,  ophthalmia  neonatorum, 
pneumonia,  etc.,  in  women  and  children. 

Ultra-violet  Ray  Treatment.  Ultra-violet  ray  treatment  was 
continued  with  the  usual  exception  of  the  summer  months.  Children 
under  five  years  of  age,  contrary  to  adults  or  school  children,  can  make  full 
use  in  summer  of  natural  sunlight,  which  is  to  be  preferred,  in  most 
instances,  to  artificial  light  treatment.  Twenty-six  children  were  on  the 
books  at  the  beginning  of  1939  and  forty-seven  new  cases  were  admitted 
to  the  clinic  during  the  year,  the  total  attendances  being  1,129.  The 
children  were  chiefty  suffering  from  rickets  and  marasmus  and  most  of 
them  benefited  from  the  treatment.  Forty-eight  ceased  treatment 
during  the  year  and  twenty-five  were  still  under  treatment  at  the  end 
of  December. 

Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital.  Four  beds  are  maintained, 
when  occupied,  at  Manfield  Hospital.  At  the  beginning  of  January 
five  patients  were  under  treatment.  During  the  year  seven  were  ad¬ 
mitted  suffering  from  general  orthopaedic  conditions.  One  patient 
was  taken  over  by  the  Bedfordshire  Education  Committee  from  1st 
July,  his  parents  having  removed  to  that  area,  nine  were  discharged, 
including  one  to  Harborough  Road  Hospital,  the  average  length  of  stay 
being  175  days,  and  two  cases  were  still  under  treatment  at  the  close  of 
the  year. 
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Welfare  Centres — Statistics.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  children  under  one  year  of  age  who  attended  at  the  centres  for  the 
first  time,  but  there  was  a  decrease  in  their  total  attendances  and  in  the 
attendances  of  children  from  one  to  five  years  of  age. 

Table  M5  (page  69)  gives  the  average  attendances  and  consultations 
at  the  ten  centres  in  the  Town.  The  total  average  attendance  of  mothers 
per  week  was  555,  against  618  in  1938  ;  of  babies  and  toddlers  635, 
against  709  in  1938. 

The  number  of  attendances  at  all  centres  during  the  year  was 


as  follows  : — 

{a)  By  Children  under  One  Year  of  Age .  13,801 

(b)  By  Children  between  the  Ages  of  One  and  Five  Years .  .  14,754 


The  attendance  of  children  per  session  at  all  centres  during  1939 
averaged  64.  In  1938  the  figure  was  71. 

The  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  centres  for  the  first 


time  during  the  year  was  :• — 

(a)  Children  under  One  Year  of  Age  .  907* 

(b)  Children  between  the  Ages  of  One  and  Five  Years  .  .  444 


(*The  figure  907  represents  a  percentage  of  54-4  of  the  notified 
live  births). 

The  number  of  children  who  were  in  attendance  at  the  centres  at  the 


end  of  the  year  was  : — 

[a)  Children  under  One  Year  of  Age  . .  672 

(b)  Children  between  the  Ages  of  One  and  Five  Years  .  .  1,270 


Voluntary  Work.  The  Northampton  Maternity  and  Infant 
Welfare  Voluntary  Association  carried  on  the  work  of  the  infant  welfare 
centres  with  a  large  measure  of  success  during  1939.  The  ten  centres 
under  their  respective  leaders  were  well  staffed  and  well  organised  ;  the 
attendance  at  all  was  satisfactory  and  in  some  cases  so  large  as  to  be 
embarrassing,  but  the  work  inevitably  suffered  through  the  outbreak 
of  war. 

All  evening  activities  were  impossible.  The  <c  keep  fit  ”  classes, 
which  were  so  successful  in  1938  and  the  early  part  of  1939,  could  not  be 
resumed  in  the  autumn  and  the  evening  classes,  which  for  many  years 
had  done  such  valuable  work  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Higgins,  had 
also  to  be  abandoned.  In  addition,  two  of  the  centres  had  to  change  their 
meeting  places.  St.  Sepulchre’s  rooms  were  commandeered  by  the 
military  authorities  and  after  a  short  interval  the  centre  was  resumed  in 
the  new  St.  Sepulchre’s  hall.  During  the  rebuilding  of  St.  Mary’s 
Church  hall,  the  Far  Cotton  centre  met  at  St.  Giles’  Street  building, 
which  is  at  an  inconvenient  distance  for  the  Far  Cotton  mothers. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  centre  mothers  in  large  numbers 
attended  a  valuable  course  of  lectures  and  demonstrations  on  dietetics, 
arranged  at  the  College  of  Technology,  special  provision  being  made  at 
the  college  for  the  care  of  toddlers  and  babies. 
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A  fortnight  in  March  was  set  aside  for  “  Baby  Week  ”  :  at  each 
centre  special  lectures  and  exhibitions  were  arranged.  The  “  week  ” 
was  very  successful  and  the  Voluntary  Association  was  much  gratified 
by  a  letter  of  appreciation  received  from  the  Town  Council. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  in  May,  Br.  Doris  M.  Odium  gave  a  lecture 
on  “  The  Emotional  Needs  of  the  Child  ”  to  a  large  and  appreciative 
audience. 

The  Voluntary  Association  assisted  in  the  Government  evacuation 
scheme.  Members  of  the  Committee  were  present  when  the  expectant 
mothers  arrived  at  St.  Giles’  Street  building  and  served  tea  and  refresh¬ 
ments  :  they  also  arranged  for  a  supply  of  much  needed  baby  clothes. 
The  Committee  has  also  been  represented  on  each  of  the  welfare  com¬ 
mittees  for  evacuees  formed  at  school  centres. 

Leaving  certificates  for  long  and  continuous  attendance  were 
presented  to  some  thirty  mothers. 

Three  centres — Abington  Avenue,  Broadmead,  and  St.  Giles' 
Street  Wednesday — entered  for  the  National  Parentcraft  Competitions 
with  great  success.  All  three  were  well  up  on  the  final  list  ;  Broadmead 
and  Abington  Avenue,  each  with  five  honours  to  their  credit,  obtained 
the  eighth  and  ninth  places  respectively. 

Toddlers’  Clinic.  The  clinic  organised  specially  for  toddlers  (one 
to  five  years  of  age)  is  held  on  two  Tuesdays  in  each  month.  Attendances 
at  this  clinic  are  included  in  the  figures  under  the  (b)  headings  in  the 
paragraphs  on  page  63.  Cases  are  referred  to  this  clinic  only  by  doctors 
and  health  visitors.  Debilitated  and  under-nourished  children  attending 
are  granted  free  milk,  in  accordance  with  the  scale  in  operation  for  the 
Borough. 

Dr.  Emily  H.  Shaw  is  the  Medical  Officer  for  the  toddlers’  clinic. 
She  also  conducts  a  toddlers’  session  once  a  month  at  Abington  Avenue 
Centre  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  sessions  held  there  every  Thursday. 

Forty-three  new  cases  were  seen  at  the  clinic  during  the  year  and  the 
total  attendances  made  were  501. 

Mid  wives.  Thirty-five  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise. 
The  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing  employed  ten  of  these  at 
different  times  and  nine  were  attached  to  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital.  The 
Inspector  of  Midwives  paid  nineteen  visits  to  midwives  practising  inde¬ 
pendently  for  the  purposes  of  inspection.  She  also  paid  one  visit  of 
inspection  to  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing.  Medical  aid  was 
summoned  by  a  midwife  under  Section  14  (1)  of  the  Midwives  Act, 
1918,  in  228  cases. 

The  Queen’s  nurses  attended  516  cases  (as  maternity  nurses  or 
midwives)  during  1939. 
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Maternity  Homes.  There  are  seven  nursing  homes  in  the  Town, 
three  of  which  may  admit  maternity  cases  only.  One  (St.  Matthew’s 
Nursing  Home)  is  registered  for  maternity,  medical,  and  surgical  cases. 
Thirty-eight  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  the  nursing  homes  by  the 
Assistant  Medical  Officer. 

The  Local  Authority  maintains  no  maternity  home.  An  arrange¬ 
ment  is  in  operation  whereby  expectant  mothers,  who  are  abnormal 
cases  and  are  found  to  require  institutional  treatment  at  the  time  of  con¬ 
finement,  are  treated  in  the  Barratt  Maternity  Home.  105  cases  were 
admitted  in  1939.  Normal  and  necessitous  cases  are  sent  into  St. 
Edmund’s  Hospital.  Fourteen  women  were  admitted  during  1939. 

Ante -natal  Work.  The  Council  provides  and  maintains  one  ante¬ 
natal  clinic  (two  sessions  per  week)  at  St.  Giles’  Street  Centre.  In 
addition  an  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  every  Wednesday  afternoon  (except 
once  a  month  when  a  post-natal  clinic  is  held  in  place  of  the  ante¬ 
natal  clinic)  and  every  Thursday  morning  at  the  Queen’s  Institute  of 
District  Nursing. 

Ninety-two  sessions  were  held  at  the  St.  Giles’  Street  clinic 
and  were  attended  by  184  expectant  mothers  (including  twenty-one 
still  attending  from  1938),  making  467  attendances  altogether  ;  each 
patient  thus  averaged  2*5  attendances. 

In  addition  to  these  figures,  261  evacuee  expectant  mothers  made 
382  attendances. 

At  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing,  680  attendances  were 
made  by  455  expectant  mothers  in  seventy-three  sessions. 

163  patients  who  attended  the  Borough  clinic  (1938-1939)  had 
babies  born  in  1939.  The  corresponding  number  for  1938  was  177. 
There  was  no  maternal  death  amongst  mothers  attending  this  clinic  in 
1939. 

Doctors  and  midwives  generally  send  their  patients  to  the  ante¬ 
natal  clinic  by  appointment  and  in  each  case  a  report  is  forwarded  to  the 
doctor  or  midwife  concerned. 

Cases  in  which  operative  measures  may  be  thought  necessary  are  seen 
by  a  consultant  by  appointment  or  in  emergency.  Twelve  cases  under 
this  category  were  dealt  with  during  1939. 

A  post-natal  clinic  was  held  fortnightly  from  January  to  August 
inclusive.  There  were  thirteen  sessions  and  seventeen  women  attended. 
Ante-natal  and  post-natal  cases  were  also  seen  and  advised  at  the  welfare 
centres  during  the  year. 

A  post-natal  clinic  is  held  once  a  month,  on  a  Wednesday  afternoon, 
at  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing.  There  were  fifteen  sessions 
during  1939  and  101  women  attended,  making  one  attendance  each. 
Thus  the  average  attendance  per  session  was  6*7. 
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Doctors’  Bills.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
undertakes  the  payment  of  doctors’  and  midwives’  bills  in  accordance 
with  a  scale  adopted  in  October,  1935.  The  outstanding  debts  in  con¬ 
nection  with  these  bills  are  collected  by  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the 
Housing  Department. 

Dental  Treatment.  As  in  previous  years,  children  under  school 
age  and  pregnant  and  nursing  mothers  may  be  treated  by  the  School 
Dental  Officer.  Two  evenings  each  week  are  set  apart  for  this.  Pay¬ 
ment  for  treatment  is  made  to  the  Dental  Clinic  direct,  or  later  by 
instalments  at  the  Central  Building  or  at  the  welfare  centres. 

Bills  amounting  to  over  £62  were  sent  to  twenty-one  patients. 
Just  over  £36  was  collected  on  these  accounts  and  those  outstanding 
from  previous  years.  Nearly  £8  was  collected  in  small  fees  for  which 
no  bills  were  issued.  Table  M6  (page  70)  shews  the  numbers  dealt  with 
and  the  forms  of  treatment. 

Milk.  Applications  for  free  milk  are  considered  each  week  by 
the  Milk  Sub-Committee.  Milk  is  granted  to  pregnant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  to  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  in  special  cases  to 
children  aged  one  to  five  years,  for  two  months  on  medical  and  economic 
grounds.  The  health  visitors  have  also  been  permitted  to  give  milk 
application  forms,  under  the  above  conditions,  to  cases,  in  their  opinion, 
requiring  milk  on  medical  and  economic  grounds.  2,701  applications 
were  considered  by  the  Committee,  of  which  2,456  were  granted  and 
245  refused.  149,866  pints  of  pasteurised  milk  were  supplied  under 
contract  with  local  firms  at  a  cost  of  over  £1,700. 

“  Cow  and  Gate  ”  dried  milk  is  sold  at  cost  price  at  St.  Giles’  Street 
Centre.  6,410  pounds  were  sold  to  235  separate  customers  and  512 
pounds  were  sold  to  evacuees.  The  cost  of  this  was  over  £490,  all  of 
which  was  paid  at  the  time  of  purchase. 

Since  May,  1939,  “  Trufood  ”  dried  milk  has  also  been  sold  at  this 
Centre.  349  pounds  were  sold  to  twenty-three  separate  customers, 
including  one  evacuee.  This  food  is  also  sold  at  certain  of  the  other 
welfare  centres,  through  the  Voluntary  Association. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Thirty-four  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia, 
including  fifteen  non-residents,  were  notified.  Thirty-one  were 
treated  at  the  General  Hospital,  two  at  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital,  and  one 
at  home.  All  the  cases  recovered. 

Maternal  Deaths.  No  maternal  death  occurred  amongst  North¬ 
ampton  women  in  1939,  making  the  second  successive  year  with  such  a 
satisfactory  record. 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  Two  cases  of  ophthalmia  were 
notified,  both  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives.  One  received 
out-patient  treatment  at  the  General  Hospital.  Swabs  were  taken  in 
both  instances  and  were  reported  to  be  negative  to  Neisser’s  organism. 
Vision  was  not  impaired  in  either  case.  (See  Table  M7,  page  70). 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis.  Three  babies  under  the  age  of  two  years 
died  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  their  ages  being  three,  seven,  and 
twelve  months  respectively.  The  corresponding  figure  for  1938  was  six. 
The  rate  was  2-4  per  thousand  live  births  registered,  compared  with 
4-6  for  England  and  Wales. 

Child  Life  Protection.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Depart¬ 
ment  administers  Sections  206  to  220  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
relating  to  foster-children.  These  children  are  supervised  until  they 
reach  the  age  of  nine  years.  The  number  of  persons  receiving  children 
for  reward  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  forty-six  ;  these 
had  charge  of  fifty-eight  children.  One  boarded-out  child  died.  It 
was  not  necessary  to  obtain  any  legal  order  or  take  any  proceedings 
under  the  Act  during  1939. 

Evacuation  Scheme.  This  subject  is  dealt  with  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  pages  18  and  44  of  his  report. 
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Table  Ml.  England  and  Wales  and  Northampton,  1930-1939. 
Infant  Mortality  in  Each  Year  of  the  Decennium. 


England  and  Wales  .... 
Northampton  . 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

60 

56-4 

66 

70-6 

65 

64-3 

64 

45-1 

59 

45-8 

57 

50-2 

59 

39-9 

58 

47-6 

53 

46-6 

50 

41-7 

Table  M2.  Northampton,  1935-1939. 
Infant  Mortality.  Causes  of  Death*. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

Atrophy,  Debility,  and  Marasmus 

O 

A 

1 

4 

7 

2 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia . 

11 

8 

14 

8 

7 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

7 

5 

6 

8 

9 

Convulsions  .  . . 

3 

2 

- — - 

2 

Diarrhoea,  Enteritis,  and  Gastritis 

2 

1 

3 

5 

2 

Measles  . 

— - 

1 

2 

- — - 

— 

Premature  Birth 

18 

20 

20 

17 

20 

Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

2 

— 

— 

— ■ 

1 

All  Other  Causes  . 

12 

10 

8 

11 

9 

Total  Deaths  . 

58 

48 

57 

56 

52 

Total  Live  Births . 

1155 

1204 

1197 

1203 

1247f 

Infant  Mortality  . 

50-2 

39-9 

47*6 

46-6 

41-7 

*See  also  Table  D  at  end  of  Report. 

jThis  figure  was  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  the  special 
purpose  of  calculating  infant  and  maternal  mortality. 


Table  M3.  Northampton,  1939. 

Live  Births  and  Stillbirths  Registered  and  Notified. 


MALES. 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL. 

Number  of  Live  Births  Registered  .  .  .  . 

587 

603 

1190 

Number  of  Stillbirths  Registered  . 

23 

20 

43 

Total  Number  of  Births  Notified  . 

910 

848 

1758 

Number  of  Live  Births  Notified  . 

856 

810 

1666 

Number  of  Stillbirths  Notified  . 

54 

38 

92 
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Table  M4,  Northampton,  1939. 
Notification  of  Births.  Sources  of  Notification. 


NUMBER. 

PER  CENT. 

Medical  Practitioners  . 

279* 

15-9 

Certified  Midwives  . 

1426 

81*1 

Parents  and  Others  . 

53 

30 

Totals  . 

1758 

100-0 

*  Includes  154  also  notified  by  Midwives. 

Table  M5.  Northampton,  1939. 

Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  Statistics. 


CENTRE.* 

• 

DAY  OF 

MEETING 

(2.30  to 

4.30  P.M.). 

AVERAGE  ATTENDANCE 

PER  WEEK. 

Average 
Number 
seen  by 
Doctor 
per 

Session. 

Mothers 

(incl. 

Expectant 

Mothers). 

Babies. 

Toddlers. 

Total 

Babies 

and 

Toddlers. 

Abington  Avenue  . . 

Thursday 

58 

25 

41 

66 

35 

Broadmead  . 

Monday  .... 

88 

56 

43 

99 

40 

Doddridge 

Memorial  . 

Tuesday  .... 

64 

33 

37 

70 

41 

Far  Cotton  . 

Monday  .... 

44 

25 

28 

53 

40 

Kingsley  Park  .... 

Monday  .... 

51 

36 

21 

57 

39 

Kingsthorpe  . 

Tuesday  .... 

52 

32 

30 

62 

39 

St.  Edmund’s  .  .  .  . 

Friday  .... 

47 

23 

32 

55 

34 

St.  Giles’  Street 

Wednesday  . . 

53  . 

36 

23 

59 

35 

St.  Giles’  Street 

Thursday 

41 

22 

26 

48 

39 

St.  Sepulchre’s  . .  . . 

Wednesday  . . 

57 

24 

42 

66 

38 

Totals  . .  . . 

555 

312 

323 

635 

380 

*A  Toddlers’  Clinic  was  also  held  (see  page  64) . 
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Table  M 6.  Northampton,  1939. 
Summary  of  Dental  Operations. 


NATURE  OF  OPERATION,  ETC. 

MOTHERS. 

CHILDREN. 

i 

TOTALS. 

Number  seen  . 

44 

221 

265 

Number  treated  . 

26 

199 

225 

Number  of  attendances  . 

141 

430 

571 

Number  of  teeth  extracted 
Number  of  administrations  of 

117 

507 

624 

local  anaesthetic  . 

38 

277 

315 

Number  of  fillings  . 

6 

— 

6 

Number  of  linings  . 

Number  of  teeth  treated  with 

2 

— 

2 

nitrate  of  silver . 

4 

694 

698 

Number  of  dressings  . 

11 

8 

19 

Number  of  scalings  and  cleansings 

5 

1 

6 

Number  of  artificial  plates  .... 

10 

— 

10 

Number  of  plate  repairs  . 

2 

— 

2 

Number  of  re-makes  . 

Number  of  teeth  on  plates  and 

2 

— 

2 

repairs  . . . 

154 

■ — 

154 

Number  of  other  operations  .... 

1 

— • 

1 

Number  completed  . 

Number  partly  completed, 

10 

143 

153 

continued  to  1940  . 

12 

4 

16 

Table  M7.  Northampton,  1939. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  Analysis  of  Cases  Notified,  with 

Ultimate  Result. 


CASES 

NOTIFIED. 

TREATED. 

ULTIMATE  R] 

ESULT. 

AT 

HOME. 

IN 

HOSPITAL. 

VISION  UN¬ 
IMPAIRED. 

VISION 

IMPAIRED. 

TOTAL 

BLINDNESS. 

DIED. 

2 

2* 

— - 

2 

— 

— 

— ■ 

*One  was  treated  as  an  out-patient  at  the  Ophthalmic  Department, 

Northampton  General  Hospital. 


See  also  Section  VII.  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  report  (pages  42  to  46). 
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APPENDIX  III. 


STATISTICAL  TABLES 

Table  1.  Northampton,  1930-1939. 

Natural  Increase  or  Decrease  of  Population  in  Each  Year  of 

THE  DECENNIUM. 


YEAR. 

POPULATION.* 

LIVE 

BIRTHS. 

DEATHS. 

NATURAL 
INCREASE  (+) 
OR  DECREASE 

(-)• 

INCREASE  (-f) 

OR  DECREASE 

(-) 

per  1,000. 

1930 

93460 

1224 

1072 

+  152 

+  1-63 

1931 

92970 

1233 

1091 

+  142 

+  1-53 

1932 

96730 

1244 

1108 

+  136 

+  1-41 

1933 

96630 

1152 

1091 

+  61 

+0-63 

1934 

96550 

1180 

1096 

+  84 

+0-87 

1935 

96700 

1155 

1051 

+  104 

+  T08 

1936 

96300 

1204 

1209 

—  5 

—0-05 

1937 

96360 

1197 

1217 

—  20 

—0-21 

1938 

96540 

1203 

1071 

+  132 

+  1-37 

1939 

96440* 

1190 

1155 

+  35 

+0*36 

*  Resident  population  at  mid-year  estimated  by  Registrar-General.  In 
1939  two  population  figures  were  supplied  [see  page  10). 


Table  2.  England  and  Wales  and  Northampton,  1930-1939. 
Birth-rates  in  Each  Year  of  the  Decennium. 


1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

England  and  Wales  .... 

16-3 

15-8 

15-3 

14-4 

14-8 

14-7 

14*8 

14-9 

15-1 

15*0 

Northampton  . 

13-1 

13-3 

13-0 

11-9 

12-2 

1  T9 

12-5 

12-4 

12*5 

12*3 

Table  3.  England  and  Wales  and  Northampton,  1930-1939. 
Death-rates  in  Each  Year  of  the  Decennium. 


1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

England  and  Wales  .... 

11*4 

12*3 

12*0 

12*3 

11-8 

1T7 

12*1 

12-4 

11*6 

12*1 

xt  u  a.  f  Crude  .... 

Northampton  ^Adjusted* 

11*5 

11*8 

11*6 

11*3 

11*4 

10-9 

12*6 

12-6 

1M 

1 1*6 

11*3 

1M 

10*8 

10*9 

10'4 

12*1 

12-1 

10*7 

1T2 

*See  explanation  on  page  11. 


Table  4.  Northampton,  1939.  Meteorological  Data. 
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Table  5.  Northampton,  1939. 

Summary  of  Routine  Work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

No.  at  which 

Inspections, 

Nuisances, 

etc. 

Defects,  etc., 

1. — Total  Number  of  Inspections  and  Visits  . 

24358 

were  Found. 

2. — Number  of  Premises  at  which  Nuisances  were  Found 

1556 

3. — Total  Number  of  Houses  Inspected  . .  . 

1993 

1126 

4. — Number  of  these  Houses  Repaired  . 

925 

5. — Number  of  these  Houses  Cleansed  and  Whitewashed 

768 

6. — Number  of  Houses  Cleansed  after  Certificate  of 

M.O.H.  (Secs.  83  and  167,  P.H.A.  1936)  .... 

0 

7. — Number  of  First  Visits  made  in  consequence  of 

Complaints  by  Residents  . 

447 

342 

8. — Notices  Served  . . . . 

1133 

9.— Drains  : — 

Tested  by  Smoke  Test  . . 

29 

13 

Tested  by  Volatile  Test  . . 

23 

6 

Tested  by  Water  Test  . 

0 

0 

Exposed  under  Sec.  48,  P.H.A.  1936  . 

0 

0 

Drains  reported  choked  . . . 

69 

Drains  reconstructed  . .  . 

10 

Drains  repaired  . 

30 

Bath,  lavatory,  or  sink  waste  pipes  dis- 

connected  from  drains  . 

0 

New  pans  fixed  to  closets  . 

54 

Indoor  soil  pipes  abolished . 

0 

Closets  supplied  with  flushing  apparatus  ...... 

5 

10. — Contraventions  of  Byelaws  : — 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance . 

2 

Animals  kept  in  contravention  of  Byelaws 

0 

Accumulations  of  manure,  etc.,  at  : — 

(a)  Houses  . 

2 

(b)  Other  premises  . 

8 

Other  contraventions  . 

0 

11. — Other  Nuisances  : — 

Overcrowding  in  houses  . 

10 

Yard  pavings  re-laid  or  repaired  . 

245 

Spoutings  repaired  or  renewed  . 

175 

New  slop  sinks  fixed  . . . . . 

47 

Houses  supplied  with  town  water 

0 

Chimney  observations  . 

36 

2 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  . 

555 

Continued  on  next  page. 
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Table  5. — continued. 


Number  of 

No.  at  which 

Inspections, 

Nuisances, 

12. — Factories  Act — Inspections  of: — 

etc. 

Defects,  etc., 
were  Found. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  . 

1353 

230 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  . 

341 

80 

Other  premises . . . 

148 

9 

Outworkers’  Premises  . 

13. — -Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  : — 

172 

0 

Number  of  Inspections  . 

753 

9 

Number  of  New  Registrations  . 

3 

14.  — Bakehouses — -Number  of  Inspections  . 

15. — Slaughterhouses  — - 

Number  of  Inspections  while  Slaughtering  was 

231 

22 

in  Progress  . 

4430 

35 

Number  of  Other  Inspections 

16. — Other  Premises  where  Food  is  Manufactured, 
Stored,  or  Exposed  for  Sale— Number  of 

351 

10 

Inspections  . 

17. — -Food  and  Drugs  Acts — Number  of  Samples 

1608 

22 

sent  to  Public  Analyst  . 

18. — -Infectious  Diseases — -Visits  to  Infected  Houses 

300 

14 

{a)  First  visits  for  investigation  . 

219 

(b)  Weekly  visits  to  secure  isolation  . . 

66 

(c)  Visits  to  control  disinfection  . 

19. — Number  of  Visits  for  Inspection  of  : — 

158 

(a)  Schools  . . . 

25 

2 

(b)  Public  Lavatories  . 

90 

0 

(c)  Van-dwellers  . 

13 

2 

(d)  Cinemas,  etc . 

18 

3 

(e)  Restaurant  Kitchens,  Teashops,  etc . 

36 

1 

(/)  Shops  . 

55 

7 

.  (g)  Offensive  Trades  . 

20. — Houses  Inspected  under  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  : — 

29 

2 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected . 

1404 

946 

Defective  Houses  Repaired  . 

797 

Houses  Cleansed  and  Whitewashed  . 

21. — Houses  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation  reported  to 
M.O.H.  under  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

681 

(a)  Section  9  . . . 

0 

0 

(b)  Section  11  . . . . . 

2 

2 

(c)  Section  12  . 

0 

0 

(d)  Section  25  . . . 

86* 

86* 

*Not  represented  on  account  of  war. 
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Table  6.  Northampton,  1939. 
Reconstruction  of  Drains. 


SITUATION  OF  PREMISES. 

NO.  OF 

HOUSES. 

Grafton  Street,  45  . 

1 

Great  Russell  Street,  62  . 

1 

St.  Andrew’s  Street,  8,  10,  12  . 

3 

Seymour  Place,  6  . .  . 

1 

Vernon  Street,  57,  59  . . . .  . . . 

2 

Wellingborough  Road,  151,  153  . 

2 

Total  . . . 

10 

Table  7.  Northampton,  1938-1939. 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Houses  Represented  during  1938  and  1939. 
Subsequent  Action  and  Condition  at  the  End  of  1939. 


HOUSES. 

DATE  OF 

REMARKS. 

Representations. 

Demolition  Orders. 

Welford  Road,  2,  4, 
6,  and  cottage  at 
rear  of  No.  81, 
High  Street 

16-11-38 

6-3-39 

Demolished. 

Wellingborough  Rd., 
Abington  Cottages, 
9,  10,  11,  and  12 

13-4-38 

— 

No.  9  vacant  ;  re¬ 
mainder  occupied. 
Action  deferred. 

Scarletwell  Street,  8 

12-4-39 

— 

Occupied.  Action 

postponed  on 
account  of  war. 

Wellington  Street,  52 

12-4-39 

31-7-39 

Vacant.  Not  demol¬ 
ished  ;  further 

action  postponed. 
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Table  8.  Northampton,  1939. 

Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

1. — Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  purposes  of  provisions 

as  to  health. 


PREMISES. 

i 

DUMBER  OF 

INSPEC¬ 

TIONS. 

WRITTEN 

NOTICES. 

OCCUPIERS 

PROSE¬ 

CUTED. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  .  . 

1353 

230 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

341 

80 

— 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (in- 

eluding  works  of  building  and  en- 

gineering  construction  but  not  in- 

eluding  outworkers’  premises) 

148 

9 

— 

Totals . 

1842 

319 

■ — 

2. — Defects  found. 


PARTICULARS. 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS 

No.  OF 
Defects 

IN  RESPECT 

OF  WHICH 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

WERE  IN¬ 
STITUTED. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (s.  1)  . 

38 

35 

— 

_ 

Overcrowding  (s.  2) . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (s.  3) 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (s.  4)  .  .  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (s.  6) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

f  insufficient  .... 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

unsuitable  or 

conveniences 

defective  .... 

453 

411 

— 

— 

(s.  7) 

not  separate  for 

sexes 

2 

2 

Other  offences 

193 

179 

Totals  . . . 

695 

636 

— 

— 

Continued  on  next  page . 


77 


Table  8. — continued . 

3. — Outwork  in  unwholesome  premises  (s.  111). 


NATURE  OF  WORK. 

INSTANCES. 

NOTICES 

SERVED. 

PROSE¬ 

CUTIONS. 

Wearing  Apparel —  . 

Making,  etc . 

— 

- — 

— 

Table  9.  Northampton,  1939. 

Unsound  Food  Voluntarily  Surrendered  and  Destroyed. 


NATURE  OF  FOOD. 

WEIG 

HT. 

TONS. 

CWT. 

QR. 

LB. 

Beef  home  killed  . 

17 

18 

1 

13 

Beef,  imported  . 

2 

0 

10 

Mutton  home  killed  . 

15 

1 

23 

Mutton,  imported  . 

1 

25 

Offal  . 

2 

19 

3 

5 

Pork,  home  killed  . 

3 

4 

0 

16 

Veal,  home  killed  . . 

1 

2 

27 

Bacon  . 

6 

3 

21 

Cheese  . 

1 

0 

Epps  imnorted  .  . 

1 

18 

Fish  . 

11 

0 

23 

Sausages  . . 

2 

12 

Vegetables  . 

1 

12 

Watercress  . 

1 

12 

Yeast  . 

7 

Total  . 

26 

2 

1 

0 

Also  4,953  tins  of  food,  16  jars  of  salad  crea 
of  mincemeat,  2  gallons  of  crean 
There  were  757  surrenders,  but  no  seiz 

m,  3  jars  of  pickles,  2  jars 

i,  and  1  grouse. 

ures  of  unsound  food. 
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Table  10.  Northampton,  1939. 
Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


CATTLE, 

EX¬ 

CLUDING 

COWS. 

cows. 

CALVES. 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS. 

PIGS. 

Number  killed  (if 

known)  . 

NOT 

KNOWN 

Number  inspected  .... 

NO 

REC 

ORD 

KE 

PT 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : — 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

3 

6 

1 

44 

28 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

31 

123 

5 

10 

30 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affect¬ 
ed  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

? 

p 

? 

p 

? 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

7 

32 

_ 

- 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

78 

113 

_ _ 

_ _ 

185 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

? 

p 

? 

? 

? 

Table  11.  Northampton,  1919-1939. 

Number  of  Rats  known  to  have  been  Destroyed  by  the 

Official  Rat-catcher. 


YEARS. 

NUMBER 

OF  TAILS. 

1919-1920  (fifteen  months)  . 

3,377 

1921-1925  . . . 

16,168 

1926-1930  . 

14,002 

1931-1935  . . . 

17,071 

1936  . 

3,126 

1937  . 

3,792 

1938  . . . . . . 

2,073 

1939  . 

2,143 

Total  . 

61,752 
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Table  12.  Northampton,  1939. 

Food  and  Drugs.  Samples  taken  for  Analysis. 


NATURE  OF  SAMPLE. 

FORMAL  SAMPLES. 

INFORMAL  SAMPLES. 

TOTAL 

NUMBER. 

NO.  NOT 

GENUINE. 

TOTAL 

NUMBER. 

NO.  NOT 

GENUINE. 

Aspirin  Tablets  . .  . . 

4 

Baking  Powder . 

— 

_ _ 

2 

Banana  Curd . 

. 

2 

Biscuits  . 

2 

Bread . . 

2 

Butter  . 

9 

Cheese  . 

8 

2 

Chicken  and  Ham  Paste 

_ 

1 

_ 

Chocolate  Roll  . 

_ 

i 

Citrate  of  Magnesia  .... 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

Cream  . 

_ 

7 

Dripping  . 

5 

— 

— 

Flour  (self-raising)  .... 

4 

— 

2 

— 

Glvcerine  . 

2 

Ground  Almonds  . 

_ 

_ 

2 

Ground  Ginger . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Tam  . 

10 

_ 

Jelly  (table)  . 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Lard  . 

7 

- 

Lemon  Cheese  . 

1 

Lemon  Curd 

2 

Lemon  Squash  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Lemonade  Crystals  .... 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Lemonade  Powder  .... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Lime  Juice  Cordial  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Lobster  Paste  . 

- — - 

— 

1 

— 

Milk  . 

178 

14 

1 

—  i 

Olive  Oil  . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Peas  (tinned)  . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Potted  Meat  . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Sausages  . 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Sulphur  Tablets,  etc.  . . 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Tea . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Tincture  of  Iodine  .... 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Zinc  Ointment  . 

2 

Totals  . 

237* 

14 

63* 

- — 

*A  total  of  300  samples,  14  of  which  (4-7  per  cent.)  were  found  not 
to  be  genuine. 
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Table  13.  Northampton,  1939. 
Enterica,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Diphtheria. 


Diseases. 

Notifica¬ 

tions. 

Attack- 
rates  per 
1,000. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rates. 

Fatality. 

Numbers 
removed  to 
Hospital. 

Removal 
rates 
per  cent. 

Enterica 

9 

0-09 

1 

001 

11-1 

6* 

66-7 

Scarlet 

Fever 

98 

0*99 

0 

o-oo 

o-o 

o 

-a- 

71-4 

Diphtheria 

63 

0-63 

3 

0-03 

4-8 

61J 

96-8 

♦All  admitted  to  Northampton  General  Hospital, 
f  All  to  the  Borough  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Harborough  Road. 

I  Fifty-nine  to  Harborough  Road  Hospital  and  two  to  the  General 
Hospital. 


Table  14.  Northampton,  1939. 

Borough  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Harborough  Road. 

Cases  under  Treatment. 


Scarlet 

Diph- 

Whooping 

^Chicken- 

Erysi- 

Fever. 

theria. 

Cough. 

pox. 

pelas. 

1  OlciiS. 

Remaining  at  end  of  1938  .  . 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— • 

10 

Admitted  during  1939  . 

70 

63 

28 

5 

1 

167 

Discharged  during  1939  .... 

66 

57 

21 

5  I 

1 

150 

Died  during  1939  . 

— 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

Remaining  at  end  of  1939  . . 

9 

10 

7 

26 

Table  15.  Northampton,  1939. 

Number  of  Articles  Disinfected  by  Steam  Month  by  Month  at 
the  Disinfecting  Station,  St.  Andrew’s  Road. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total. 

304 

235 

341 

274 

152 

347 

272 

581 

500 

1030 

811 

508 

5355 

Table  16.  Northampton,  1911- — 1939, 
''iCER  Deaths.  Age  and  Sex  Incidence. 
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Total 

(females). 

Tf  03  CD  CM  i-i 
lO  tO  Tf  Cn.  C-» 

o  03  oo  03  r> 

CD  to  to  to  to 

C~>  00  t>  03  Cl 
lO  to  MN  IN 

rH  d  CO  tO  CO 
l>  X  X  X  X 

d  03  rH  X 

X  O  03  03  X 

d  Tl  d  X 

X  03  X  X 

X 

-M 

85  & 
over. 

j  j  Cl  Cl  d 

1  1  1  1- 

|  j  d  i-t 

d  d  d  Tf  rH 

Tf  d  X  X  X 

XX  J  d 

CD 

; 

. 

Q 

CO 

1  X 

X  00 

r-> 

fH 

1-1  O  to  CM  CD 

1—1  1— 1  1—1 

^  cm  oo  co 

i-i  i—i  i— i 

X  X  O  Tf  t> 

1—1  1—1 

to  O  03  C  i/3 

i—1  i—1  i—1  r—1  i—1 

X  X  d  o 

rH  H  rH  d 

43 

be 

1 

1  x 

X 

CD 

CO  IO  CO  03 

?-i  i— 1  i—i  i— 1  t— i 

cw  Cl 

rH 1  i—l  >— 1  rH  d 

to  —1  to  CM  Cl 
*-i  —  <M  d  Cl 

03  X  X  d  Cl 
r-H  d  X  d  X 

to  t'H  d  t-N  X 
— c  d  n  d  d 

O)  O  h  X 

rH  X  d  rH 

<D 

a 

4) 

x 

j 

1  X 

x  cd 

X 

C  T-<  r>.  CO  Cl 
— <  — >  Cl  Cl 

O  Tt-  r>  tN  Tf 

CM  T— 1  1—1  1—1  1— 1 

CO  to  CD  03  to 

1—1  1— 1  1—1  1—1  1—1 

^  o  m  m  t> 

CM  r- i  i—i  CM  i— h 

X  X  Tf  r-H  X 

d  d  1-H  <M  Cl 

03  X  d  d 

r-H  c<j  d  — 

1  i-O 
to  to 

CO  t-H  LC  Tf  r-» 

*— i  0s!  i  i— i  i— < 

l>  CO  CD  CO  CM 

1—1  1—1  1—1  T— 1 

>-*  d  r>>  lO  CO 

t— 1  1—1  i—1  r— 1  ▼— 1 

CD  O  O)  n  o 

i—i  i-H  i—i  i-i  CM 

X  to  d  TP  x 
1—1  1—1  1—1  1—1  1—1 

X  X  X  X 

i*H  i—i  i—i 

Under 

45 

03  CD  CO  03  t> 

to  00  00  CO  CM 

t>  X  03  CO  00 

^  O)  rf  03  X 

IN  CHN  rr  x 

o  I>  CO  CO 

1—1 

Total 

(males). 

X  X  X  X  M- 
CO  CO  Tj*  rf 

O  l''  to  *~t  to 
to  CO  CO  to  rf 

C-  O  03  rH  00 

1"  to  to  to  CD 

X  O  fN  X 
rf  fN  x  X  X 

X  I>  X  X  X 

x  x  i>  x  r> 

X  X  X  o 

X  X  o  c- 

85  & 
over. 

III!! 

1  1  1  ~  1 

1  1 

i  i  n 

|  rH  j  CO  X 

d  rH  rH  d 

-4-1 

I 

c3 

<L> 

Q 

1  x 

X  00 

CD  to  lO  CO  CM 

to  to  CO  to  CD 

rH  -rf  CO  ts  OO 

t>  X  Tf  Hf  h* 

1—1  1—1 

03  X  X  03  l> 
1—1  1—1  1—1 

0X^1 

d  rH  rH  r-H 

+-> 

to 

03 

be 

< 

1  lO 
lO  o 

CD 

(O  r~1  CO  Tt' 

1—1  r— <  i— 1  CM 

rr  d  Cl  to  CO 

i— 1  1—1  i—1  T— 1  i— 1 

h  Tf  h  o  O) 

r-H  1—1  1—1  CM  r— 1 

01<X03d 
d  d  d  —  X 

d  X  X  d  d 
d  d  d  X  X 

rH  X  X  X 

X  d  d  d 

Males— 

!  >o 

X  CD 

to 

00  Cl  Cl  CO 

1—1  1—1  1—1  1—1 

O  ©  — <  03  t-> 
CM  •  i— i  —  rH 

1—1  1—1  C’ 

rHlNNHN 

"1*  h  Cl  to  CO 
r-H  d  d  r-H  X 

OXddl- 

d  1-H  o?  d  HH 

O  X  O  03 

d  X  d  rH 

l» 

to  to 

InXCO^C 

i—i  T—i 

to  t>  to 

C0«003h 

1—1  1—1  1—1 

TfOXnX 

1—1  1—1 

d  X  X  CN  X 

1—1 

00  <x>  CM  X 

1—* 

Under 

45 

Tf  Cl  CM  CO  tO 

"t  to  N  't 

X  x  d  x  d 

COhddh 

X  X  X  X  d 

X  Hf  d  ^ 

< 

O 


c r. 

d  X 

-t->  +-> 

O  o3 


03  Dn  X  X  OCDWOM  i*U3(COO  03  d  ©  X  ("h  X  X  X  03  -h  X  03  O  X 
00  03  03  <— 1  i— 1  1  03  03  O  ©  rH  CO  X  rH  CO  X  rf  X  rf  X  l>  X  X  X  X 


c/3 

a3 

43 


rH  d  X  X  X  t>  X  03  ©  i-<  d  X  Tf<  X  X  X  03  ©  rH  d  X  1*  X  CD  00  03 

_  rH  — <  hh  hh  — H  , — ,.—,01  Cl  Cl  Cl  Cl  Cl  Cl  Cl  Cl  Cl  CO  cococococo  cocococo 

0303030303  0303030303  0303030303  0303030303  0303030303  03030303 


G) 

CO 

o> 


CO 

G> 


z 

o 

H 

Pu 

s 

< 

X 

H 

« 

O 

£ 


w 

p 

CQ 

< 

H 


p 

w 

H 

O 

w 

pk, 

p 

<c 

i* 

P 

P 

< 

Oh 

t— 1 

o 

55 

I— I 

X 

Ok 

> 

p 

c 

CO 

w 

ffi 

H 

fo 

O 

H 

dJ 

<J 

Ok 

w 

X 

H 

O 

H 

O 

Z 

►—« 

P 

P 

O 

u 

u 

<c 

CO 

►— I 

(7) 

p 

< 

55 

< 


co 

ffi 

H 

<1 

W 

Q 

p 

w 

u 

z 

< 

o 


-t-> 

V) 

d 

<p 

In 


PC 


Pi 


X 

d 

P 

tH 

d 

P 

P 

T3 

d 

d 

P 

4-> 

•  r— < 
> 
d 
O 

d 

o 

o 

d 

PC 

Mh 

o 

<D 

U 

d 

d 

O 


<  PC 


o 


n  m 


Digestive  Organs  and  Peritoneum  ;  G  —  Male  Genito-urinary  Organs  ; 

Respiratory  Organs  ;  H  —  Skin  ; 

Uterus  ;  I  —  Other  or  Unspecified  Organs. 

Other  Female  Genital  Organs  ; 


0> 

CO 

CD 


£ 

O 

< 

s 

H 

K 

O 

X 


oc 


w 
►— < 
pq 
< 
f- 


m 

< 

£ 

Z 

o 

M 

H 

<3 

Z 


c 

>c 

W 

K 

O 

M 

ffi 


5? 


co 

W 

to 

<3 

O 

Q 

W 

H 

O 

w 

Pu 

to 

£> 

m 

Ul, 

o 


w 

PQ 


o 

o 

i-3 

O 

►— < 

Pi 

w 

H 

O 

c 

oq 

t-3 

<3 

O 

H- « 

Z 

M 

t-J 

O 


W 

CO 

w 

M 

H 

K 

H 

HH 

£ 

Z 

O 

hH 

H 

U 

w 

523 

z 

o 

u 

z 

M 

Q 

W 

> 

w 

o 

w 

cc; 

to 

H 

Pi 

o 

pq 

w 

& 


w 

HH 

HH 

H. 

(it 

O 

W 

Pi 

Z> 

H 

<3 

£ 

Q 

Z 

<3 

Pi 

W 

PQ 

*-H 

£ 

W 

E 

H 

Q 

Z 

< 

w 

Q 

<3 

tH 

<0 


Totals. 

Reports 

received. 

PN°X 

1320 

•9AIJRS9yj 

1038 

•OAlJlSOfJ 

CM 

OC 

CM 

'S9SR3 

p9j99dsnc;  j0  ONr 

807  1 

Other  Conditions. 

Reports 

received. 

l^tox 

•o 

■aAijnSa]^ 

cm 

•9AIJTSOJ 

co 

S9SPJ 

pgjoodsng  jo  0^ 

Tuberculosis — 
Sputum, 

Urine,  etc. 

Reports 

received. 

injox 

483 

•9Aljnh9\T 

CO 

9A1JISOX 

CM 

T— H 

•sas'eQ 

pojoadsnc;  jo  oy£ 

CM 

00 

CO 

Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid  Fevers — 
Dreyer’s  Tests,  etc. 

Reports 

received. 

[RJ°X 

CM 

•9AIJISOX 

pgjogdsng  jo  oy[ 

Diphtheria — 
Throat  and  Nose 
Secretions. 

Reports 

received. 

l^OT 

T— < 

00 

oAijnSg^ 

00 

10 

CD 

9A1JISOX 

CO 

10 

S9SR3 

pojogdsng  jo  0^ 

406 

The  above  Table  does  not  take  into  account  the  reports  made  in  connection  with  the  venereal  diseases  scheme. 
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Table  A. 

COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 


Vital  Statistics  during  1939  and  Previous  Years. 


Year. 

Total 
Popula¬ 
tion  esti¬ 
mated  to 
Middle 
of  each 
Year. 

Births. 

Total  1 
registere 
Dist 

Deaths 
d  in  the 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District. 

Uncor¬ 

rected 

Number. 

Ne 

tt. 

Non- 
resi¬ 
dents 
regis¬ 
tered 
in  the 
District . 

Resi¬ 
dents 
not 
regis¬ 
tered 
in  the 
District. 

Under  One  Year. 

At  all  Ages. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Live 

Births. 

Number. 

Rate,  j 

1906 

88610 

1985 

1985 

224 

1108 

125 

77 

22 

240 

1209 

1061 

12  0 

1907 

88915 

1956 

1956 

220 

1209 

13-6 

98 

37 

235 

1201 

1151 

12-9 

1908 

89223 

2043 

2043 

22-9 

1192 

134 

93 

32 

198 

969 

1131 

12-7 

1909 

89534 

1957 

1957 

2F9 

1332 

149 

84 

46 

215 

1099 

1294 

14-5 

1910 

89843 

1900 

1900 

2T1 

1177 

13  1 

84 

36 

209 

1100 

1129 

12  6 

1911 

90152 

1930 

1931 

214 

1240 

138 

86 

46 

250 

129-5 

1200 

133 

1912 

90467 

1932 

1935 

2T4 

1172 

130 

120 

45 

140 

72-4 

1097 

12*1 

1913 

90793 

1868 

1868 

20-6 

1233 

136 

114 

61 

175 

93-7 

1180 

130 

1914 

91123 

1854 

1857 

204 

1331 

14'6 

133 

55 

164 

88-3 

1253 

13-8 

1915 

91123 

1748 

1754 

19  2 

1562 

17  3 

109 

83 

236 

134-5 

1536 

17-0 

1916 

93709 

1883 

1893 

20  2 

1206 

140 

116 

58 

127 

67  T 

1148 

13  3 

1917 

91932 

1466 

1471 

160 

1217 

14  8 

128 

86 

128 

870 

1175 

14  2 

1918 

90884 

1316 

1313 

144 

1426 

17  6 

122 

81 

121 

92-2 

1385 

17  1 

1919 

92653 

1432 

1411 

15-2 

1301 

14  6 

137 

54 

116 

82-2 

1218 

13  7 

1920 

92950 

2318 

2248 

24-2 

1137 

123 

130 

40 

166 

73-8 

1047 

11-3 

1921 

92300 

1924 

18S1 

204 

1022 

111 

123 

65 

124 

65-9 

964 

10  4 

1922 

92950 

1697 

1646 

177 

1108 

119 

116 

54 

86 

52-2 

1046 

113 

1923 

93230 

1723 

1662 

17  8 

1177 

12-6 

140 

49 

95 

57-2 

1086 

11-6 

1924 

93800 

1591 

1534 

16-4 

1143 

12  2 

149 

42 

80 

52  1 

1036 

111 

1925 

93970 

1531 

1471 

156 

1229 

131 

167 

54 

98 

66"6 

1116 

119 

1926 

93740 

1393 

1309 

140 

1163 

12-4 

174 

75 

72 

550 

1064 

114 

1927 

93260 

1362 

1281 

137 

1248 

13-4 

170 

46 

78 

60-9 

1124 

120 

1928 

94270 

1366 

1308 

13-9 

1204 

12-8 

207 

63 

70 

53-5 

1060 

11-3 

1929 

94180 

1332 

1249 

133 

1269 

135 

226 

50 

66 

52-8 

1093 

11-6 

1930 

93460 

1334 

1224 

! 

131 

1217 

130 

193 

48 

69 

56-4 

1072 

115 

1931 

92970 

1307 

!  1233 

13  3 

1243 

13-4 

205 

53 

87 

70-6 

1091 

118 

1932 

96730 

1326 

1244 

130 

1265 

132 

207 

50 

80 

64  3 

1108 

116 

1933 

96630 

1236 

1152 

119 

1277 

132 

236 

50 

52 

451 

1091 

113 

1934 

96550 

1298 

1180 

12-2 

1344 

139 

289 

41 

54 

45*8 

1096 

114 

1935 

96700 

1301 

1155 

11*9 

1311 

13-6 

298 

38 

58 

50-2 

1051 

10-9 

1936 

96300 

1419 

1204 

12  5 

1448 

150 

298 

59 

48 

39-9 

1209 

12-6 

1937 

96360 

1518 

1197 

12-4 

1465 

152 

302 

54 

57 

47  6 

1217 

12-6 

1938 

96540 

1556 

1203 

12-5 

1294 

134 

283 

60 

56 

466 

1071 

111 

1939 

96440 

1704 

1190 

123 

1458 

14  7 

368 

65 

52 

4F7 

1155 

116 

This  Table  is  arranged  to  shew  the  gross  births  and  deaths  in  the  district  and  the 
births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it,  with  the  corresponding  rates. 


The  birth-rate  and  death-rate  for  1932  are  calculated  on  a  mean  population  of  95,670 
owing  to  the  Borough  extension  on  1st  April,  1932, 

From  1915  to  1931  and  also  in  1939  the  death-rates  are  based  on  the  estimated  civil 
populations  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  that  purpose.  The  population  for  death- 
rate  calculation  in  1939  was  99,290. 


TABLE  B. 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 
Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1939. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED. 

— 

CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  EACH  WARD. 

Cases  Admitted  to 

Borough  Hospitals. 

Total  Deaths 

(sea  Table  C) . 

All 

Ages. 

AGES  (in  Years). 

Castle. 

6 

u 

Qh 

js 

13 

Q 

Kingsley. 

Kingsthorpe. 

St.  Crispin’s. 

St. 

Edmund’s. 

St.  George’s. 

St.  James’ 

St. 

Michael’s. 

South. 

Spencer. 

Weston. 

0- 

1- 

2_ 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

6 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

i 

3 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Diphtheria.  . 

63 

2 

3 

1 

4 

28 

12 

2 

8 

2 

1 

4 

17 

4 

3 

3 

9 

2 

7 

3 

4 

2 

59 

Encephalitis  Lethargica . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

9 

9 

2 

2 

2 

1 

, 

1 

1 

2 

1 

R  npla 

22 

2 

5 

1 1 

4 

2 

2 

5 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2* 

9 

9 

i 

i 

Pneumonia  . 

113 

7 

3 

2 

3 

4 

15 

1 

2 

21 

19 

22 

14 

6 

6 

12 

14 

8 

8 

13 

10 

6 

4 

14 

12 

5t 

4oj 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

34 

4 

21 

9 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

15 

3 

4 

2|| 

— 

98 

1 

7 

11 

14 

45 

11 

3 

3 

3 

4 

10 

29 

5 

8 

5 

5 

10 

7 

2 

2 

1 1 

70 

Whooping  Cough . 

10 

2 

1 

1 

4 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis  : — 

Respiratory  . 

72 

4 

10 

3B 

10 

9 

3 

5 

5 

6 

7 

7 

4 

5 

5 

8 

7 

5 

8 

52  § 

38 

Other  Forms  . 

21 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

2 

3 

7 

— 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

— 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4U 

6 

Totals  . 

452 

12 

8 

14 

20 

22 

97 

34 

29 

98 

50 

46 

22 

24 

30 

68 

43 

36 

25 

37 

36 

40 

40 

34 

39 

194 

93 

*One  admitted  to  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital  and  the  other  to  Harborough  Road  Hospital. 
fAll  to  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital. 

+  Eight  of  these  were  from  influenzal  pneumonia. 

|| Both  admitted  to  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital. 

§Thirty-five  to  Welford  Road  Hospital  and  seventeen  to  Creaton  Sanatorium. 

All  to  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

The  above  figures  take  no  account  of  corrections  in  diagnosis.  ( See  Section  VI.  of  this  Report  for  further  information). 
No  notifications  were  received  of  other  notifiable  diseases  not  specified  in  the  Table  above  (e.g.,  smallpox). 

Institutions  : _ (1)  Harborough  Road  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  (85  beds,  allowing  144  sq.  ft.  per  bed)  ; 

(2)  Smallpox  Hospital.  Mere  Way  (48  beds,  allowing  144  sq  ft.  per  bed)  ; 

(3)  Welford  Road  Tuberculosis  Hospital  (32  beds)  ; 

(4)  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital  (Public  Assistance  Institution)  (191  beds)  ; 

(5)  Creaton  Sanatorium,  Northampton  (15  beds  reserved  for  Northampton  County  Borough)  : 

(6)  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Northampton  (20  beds  available  for  surgical  tuberculosis  cases). 


TABLE  C 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 


Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  during  the  Year  1939. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  Ages  (in  Years)  of  “  Residents  ” 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 

Total 
Deaths 
whether 
of  Residents 
or  Non- 
Residents 
in 

Institutions 
in  the 
District. 

All  Ages. 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

ALL 

CAUSES 

f  Certified  . 

1  Uncertified  . 

1126 

29 

573 

12 

553 

17 

51 

1 

5 

6 

15 

28 

35 

45 

1 

95 

201 

7 

276 

11 

369 

8 

728 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2. 

Measles  . 

_ 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

" 

— 

— 

— 

' 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria  . 

3 

2 

I 

o 

1 

Q 

*6. 

Influenza  . 

15 

6 

9 

_ 

_ 

4 

2 

2 

3 

4 

1 

7. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

2 

1 

1 

9 

1 

o 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

38 

26 

12 

_  ... 

__ 

L, 

1 

13 

9 

6 

6 

3 

d 

8 

*10. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . 

6 

2 

4 

1 

1 

9 

1 

91 

11. 

Svphilis  . 

2 

2 

l 

1 

1 

o 

12. 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane, 

Z 

Tabes  Dorsalis  . 

2 

2 

O 

9 

13. 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  . 

133 

70 

63 

_ 

. 

_ 

i 

6 

16 

31 

Z 

41 

38 

Z 

98 

14. 

Diabetes  . 

14 

4 

10 

O 

7 

A 

90 

15. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  .... 

82 

39 

43 

1 

- 

_ 

_ 

2 

5 

o 

19 

22 

33 

44 

16. 

Heart  Disease  . 

444 

215 

229 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

4 

7 

30 

65 

136 

198 

162 

17. 

Aneurysm  . 

_ 

_ _ 

Q 

*18 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

71 

36 

35 

1  A 

1  1 

9C 

9  A 

19. 

Bronchitis  . 

20 

9 

11 

\ 

1  4 

1  / 
ft 

OO 

Q 

Q 

*20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

32 

20 

12 

7 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

o 

2 

5 

6 

33 

21. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

6 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

- . 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

_ 

1 

1 

11 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer  . 

14 

9 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

4 

2 

1 

3 

25 

23 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  . 

6 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

9 

7 

24. 

Appendicitis  . 

7 

1 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

13 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

26. 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc . 

5 

1 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

2 

1 

1 

i 

8 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . 

15 

7 

8 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

5 

2 

3 

21 

28. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  .... 

36 

23 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

7 

12 

9 

3 

24 

29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  . 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

31. 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature 

Birth,  Malformations,  etc . 

35 

19 

16 

35 

34 

32. 

Senility  . 

16 

5 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15 

1 

Q3 

14 

9 

5 

_ _ 

1 

3 

1 

9 

1 

3 

34. 

Other  Violence  . 

40 

23 

17 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

5 

1 

3 

12 

5 

6 

57 

*35. 

Other  Defined  Causes  . 

90 

45 

45 

4 

3 

— 

1 

5 

5 

3 

8 

23 

22 

16 

82 

36. 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown 

2 

1 

1 

~ 

~ 

1 

2 

' 

1 

Totals  . 

1155 

585 

570 

52 

5 

6 

15 

28 

35 

46 

96 

208 

287 

377 

728 

6  (a)  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

8 

3 

5 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

10  (a)  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

2 

— • 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

*Sub- 

18  (a)  Arterio-sclerosis  .... 

66 

36 

30 

— • 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

4 

12 

16 

34 

21 

entries 

20  (a)  Broncho-pneumonia 

18 

10 

8 

3 

— 

1 

3 

— . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

5 

28 

included 

35  (a)  Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  . 

1 

in  above 

(b)  Rheumatic  Fever  .... 

3 

1 

2 

- - 

— 

— 

• - 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

figures 

(c)  Meningitis  . 

1 

1 

1 

3 

NETT  DEATHS  REGISTERED.  M.  F.  TOTALS.  DEATH-RATES. 


NETT  DEATHS  REGISTERED.  M.  F.  TOTALS.  DEATH-RATES. 


First  Quarter  .  186  168  354  . .  14-3 

Second  Quarter  .  126  125  251  .  .  10*1 

Third  Quarter  .  115  110  225  ..  9’1 

Fourth  Quarter  .  158  167  325  ..  13  1 


Totals  (52  weeks)  .  585  570  1155  ..  11-6 


V: 


TABLE  D 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year. 


Causes  of  Death. 


ALL 

CAUSES 


f  Certified 
Uncertified 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 
27. 


Smallpox  . 

Chickenpox  . 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  F  ever  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  . 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions  . 

Laryngitis  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

Diarrhoea  . 

Enteritis  . 

Gastritis  . 

Syphilis  . 

Rickets  . 

Suffocation,  overlaying  . 

Injury  at  Birth  . 

Atelectasis  . 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

Premature  Birth  . 

Atrophy,  Debility,  and  Marasmus 
Other  Causes  . 


Totals 


Under 
1  week. 


1  week 
and 

under  2 
weeks. 


24 


1 

3 

4 
14 

1 


24 


2  weeks 
and 

under  3 
weeks. 


3  weeks 
and 

under  4 
weeks. 


4 

1 

1 


Total 
under 
4  weeks. 


34 


1 

3 

6 

19 

2 

1 


34 


4  weeks 
and 

under  3 
months. 


3  months  6  months  9  months 
and  j  and  j  and 
under  6  I  under  9  under  12 
months,  months,  months. 


o 

1 


2 

1 


2 

1 


Total 
Deaths 
under 
1  year. 


51 

1 


7 

2 


1 

3 

9 

20 

2 

5 


52 


Live  Births  Registered.*  Nett  Deaths  Registered.  Infant  Death-rates. 

M.  F.  Total.  M.  F.  Total.  M.  F.  Total. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

592 

25 

611 

19 

1203 

44 

.  # 

28 

1 

21 

2 

49 

3 

47-3 

40'0 

34-4 

105-3 

40-7 

68-2 

Totals 

617 

630 

1247 

29 

23 

52 

47-0 

36-5 

41-7 

♦These  figures  were  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  calculation  of  infant  and  maternal  mortality  only.  ( See  page  10). 
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